ENG 1121 | Argumentative Research Essay
This is your final essay for the course. To be successful on this assignment, you will need to demonstrate your ability to locate, read, comprehend, evaluate, and synthesize challenging sources of information in support of your stance on an issue. You will also need to demonstrate your ability to organize an essay in such a way that it strategically supports your purpose and targets a specific audience. Finally, your final essay should demonstrate your ability to follow and apply the MLA guidelines pertaining to document formatting, in-text citation, and works cited pages.

Working with a topic that you chose on your own, you will write an essay in which you make an argument within that topic. You must cite at least five sources in the essay. Four of these sources must be from the ARCC library online databases. The fifth source can be any type of source you can find – as long as it is a credible source.

Your essay should feature the following components:

· An Introduction that provides enough background information for your readers to fully appreciate your specific thesis, which should be stated prominently near the end of your introduction.

· Three or More Body Paragraphs that each begin with a topic sentence supporting your thesis, provide evidence and explanation in support of your topic sentence, and end with a concluding sentence that neatly closes the paragraph. At least two of these paragraphs must feature an instance of source synthesis.

· A Conclusion that brings the essay to a natural close, reminds readers of your main argument, and highlights the main points of support you have made in the essay.

· A Works Cited Page that properly cites all of the articles you cited in your essay (at least five articles must be cited).

As always, your document should be formatted perfectly according to the rules of MLA style.

Assignment Parameters

Length: 4-5 double spaced, properly formatted pages (not including the works cited page)
Format: According to the MLA Formatting Document available in D2L.

NOTE: Keep in mind that this essay is pretty much exactly like the synthesis essay. For that essay, you made an argument about whether or not you thought TV could be good for teenagers and you used source articles to defend your argument.  For this research essay assignment, you will do the same thing EXCEPT you will choose the topic yourself, and you will locate relevant articles (from the ARCC databases) yourself. You will also read the articles on your own and determine if and how you might cite them in your essay as support for the argument you make about your topic.
