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Research Project:
Living Through an Apocalypse: What was It Like?

Some might argue we are living through an apocalyptic event right now, since daily life has been upended in some significant ways for a lot of us. We know what this is like because we in the midst of it. However, although the whole world shares the effects of this situation, experiences differ across geography, nationality, socio-economic status, age, governmental response, and number of other factors. So, answers to the question “What was it Like to Live Through That?” might share a number of similarities but they would also indicate unique experiences of both individuals and groups.  Thus, there’s what we might call a macroeconomic story about the Coronavirus crisis and a number of microeconomic stories. 

And, this is true for any event that we might term apocalyptic. For this project, you will research a historical event that could be considered “apocalyptic” and create a multi-modal project (one that includes multiple forms of media: traditional print, images, videos, etc.) that focuses on some coverage of this event (in news media, personal accounts, and any other audio-visual forms).  Central to conceptualizing this project are the following questions:

· What was it like? You’ll use this question for researching, reading, and viewing documentation of the event.
· What stories does documentation of this event tell or fail to tell?  You will use this question for narrowing in on some approach to the event that you can relay through your project. You will want to identify a clear one.
· How do you tell a story in a multi-modal fashion about this documentation? You will use this question to help you decide on the best format for your own project. You want your work to be a kind of narrative as well.

In general, keep in mind that you can’t tell the whole story of the event, so you want to pick something to focus on; what this is will undoubtedly depend on the coverage/documentation you encounter in your research. For instance, there was a very significant Chinese population in San Francisco in 1906, when an earthquake struck the city. How was the experience of this population covered or documented? To what extent was it? You might, however, find this is too broad and have to narrow even more. Perhaps you find that there’s some story to tell about rebuilding after the earthquake and this population. 

Event Choice:
Limits: Since one of the goals of ENG 3080J is to have you do research in a number of different databases, your choice of event is going to be limited in terms of time period both to accommodate the databases we will be using and to ensure your event is covered adequately in those resources. Thus, you may choose an event that occurred between the years 1800 and 1990. 

Event List: I have provided a list of appropriate events at the end of this assignment to give you an idea of the type of event you should address. If you want to explore other options, check out https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lists_of_disasters. Not all the ones listed here will be suitable for the assignment, however.  If you choose one not on this list, run it by me first.

Research:
Historical Databases: We will explore a number of different historical databases accessible via OU’s library and more generally online.

Scholarly Research: The Annotated Bibliography (related but individual assignment) you complete will be of scholarly sources that address your event, some of which you will want to incorporate into your project. Again, we will look at multiple ways to research for such sources. 

	Minimum REQUIREMENTS: Your project will need to incorporate
· a combination of at least two of the following: print, audio, visual, audio-visual
· for the purposes of the assignment, images of historical print sources will count as visual, but I encourage you to consider other visual sources.
· at least seven historical sources (these can be in any form). This area can raise questions, but a general rule would be something like this: seven articles or images from the same edition of a newspaper would not count as seven sources. Seven articles and/or images from seven editions of the same newspaper could, but if they show a developing story about the event. In general, if you have questions about your specific project ask me early. 
· at least one scholarly source.

Format: This will depend on your choice of format. Choose something that works best for your materials.

Documentation:  All sources should be documented according to instructional guidelines provided in video lectures.  A “Works Cited” (MLA) or “References” page (APA) needs to be included at the end of the project.

Length: This is difficult to identify since formats and materials will vary. However, how you are putting the research materials together should be made clear by your own written words (if you want to narrate a slide show or video you create, then please provide a transcription of the narration). That is, explicitly tell us the story these materials provide. Simply providing historical and research sources without any commentary from you will not be sufficient. Given whatever your focus is, you should provide ample coverage. Again, think of it like a narrative: “A lot of people died during the epidemic and here are some sources that show this” is a narrative but doesn’t tell us much that we probably didn’t already know or fathom.

Due dates:

Friday, April 10 by midnight:  Annotated Bibliography (see separate assignment); post to Blackboard assignment

Sunday, April 12 by midnight: Draft of Research Project Rough draft. Please post this to Blackboard if at all possible. You may simply post a link as long as we can follow it. If this options are not possible, please share with both me and your two workshop partners in a fashion that we can all access it (check with us before hand to see if we can access). 

Monday, April 13 by midnight: Complete review of your groups’ drafts.

Friday, April 17 by midnight: Post or send final draft of your research project to me. 


(Grading Rubric forthcoming) 


Possible Events for Research:  I have included ones affecting areas in the U.S. and China, as those reflect the origins of our class. Again, you may choose another event, but please run it by me first.

1871 Chicago fire
1871 Peshtigo Fire
1906 San Francisco earthquake and Fire (no reference to Chinese pop)
1811 New Madrid Earthquake
1986 Chernobyl disaster
1989 Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
1889 Johnstown flood
1918 Spanish Flu
1755 Lisbon Earthquake
Great Blizzard of 1888
1976 Tangshan earthquake
[bookmark: _GoBack]1920 Haiyuan earthquake
The 1887 Yellow River Flood
The Central China Floods of 1931
The Great Galveston Storm of 1900
Tri-State Tornada of 1925
San Francisco Fire of 1851
1870 Medina, Ohio Fire
1921 Tulsa Race Riot
