ENG G130 F 2019

The Genre of Response

Part A. Active Reading
A common genre (= text type) of academic writing in English is a response. In a response, a writer responds to a point in an author’s text. Responding to an author’s point requires active reading. When a reader accepts and memorizes a text, that is called passive reading. However, when a reader analyzes, interprets, and evaluates the points in a text, that is called active reading. We learned that analyzing, interpreting, and evaluating information is called critical thinking. In the response genre, a writer uses her critical thinking to analyze, evaluate, and interpret an author’s point and then create a response to that point. Responding to an author’s point is one way that educated people create new knowledge about the world.

Part B. Argumentation
In WP3, you will respond to a main point in some Launch Articles in the form of a response paragraph. Your response paragraphs will be structured according to MAAP. Your response will develop out of your critical thinking about published knowledge on the main point you choose. First, you will take a rhetorical position on your chosen main point from Kurutz (2018). We will learn about rhetorical positions today in class. Then you will create an argument to provide support for your rhetorical position. An argument is a series of reasons for a position which is built from evidence such as research findings, facts, concrete examples, and statistics. By responding to an author’s point, a writer is using evidence to create a different way of looking at a main point. Creating a different way of looking at a point might lead to new understandings and new knowledge about the world. Therefore, the genre of response is a very important tool for advancement in academia, society, business, government and all fields of knowledge.











Part C. Steps for Writing A Response Paragraph

1. Use Critical Thinking to evaluate points in article
	- look for points that might be questionable or incomplete
	- look for points for which you might give another perspective not in the article
2. Identify a point to which you will respond. This means you will write a new paragraph about this point.
3. Engage in Critical Inquiry
	- conduct research on your chosen point – a lot of it! 
	- use your new knowledge about the point to adopt a rhetorical position on the point
4. Argumentation from Sources
	- Use sources to provide evidence for your rhetorical position concerning your point

Part D. Finding Questionable or Incomplete Points in Launch Article
	Point from Kurutz (2018)
	Line
	What is questionable or incomplete
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