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Response on Fortress, L.A in the City of Quartz
Lessons Learnt
The chapter Fortress, L.A in the book City of Quartz by Mike Davis continues to present the rift that is prominent in Los Angeles neighborhoods. The chapter illustrates the segregation of the poor by the rich where fortresses are built with a principle purpose of keeping the wealthy away from the filth of the poor. As Mike Davis indicates, neighborhoods such as Skid Row were perceived as the most dangerous places in Los Angeles (Davis, 2006). Such neighborhoods hosted the homeless and other low-class individuals who were prevented from getting into contact with the wealthy through high electric walls that surrounded the rich neighborhoods. The wealthy neighborhoods also had entrances whose gates were heavily guarded by private security personnel. Yet, most poor individuals ended up acquiring simple jobs such as security officials. Additionally, the police were used to brutally push the poor away from the rich streets, making the feelings of segregation and discrimination directly impact the livelihoods of the poor.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Response to the Text
The level of discrimination presented by Fortress, L.A is extreme and the rich do not care whether their actions impact the general population of Los Angeles negatively (Davis, 2006). The text only illustrates the situation in most states. The wealthy always build houses that keep them in, protecting them from the world’s general poverty. They surround these houses with electric walls and hire security companies to keep the poor away from accessing their homesteads. Streets where the homeless struggle to find shelter, and other basic needs such as food, are viewed as the most dangerous places. The rich even prevent their children from ever getting close to such streets. It makes sense why the poor are only perceived as the criminals – and treated as if they are not humans.
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