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1. Why is the comma the most misused punctuation mark? Explain in your own words.
Commas are considered one of the most abused and misused punctuation marks because many people usually think that using commas in between sentences can make the sentences readable by preventing misreading and speeding readers along through the complex grammatical structures of a sentence. 
2. What are different ways in which you can place a comma? Provide four (4) examples and provide an explanation of why you use a comma. Use your textbook and do not repeat an example. Use different ways and explain four different ways you find you or other students misuse the comma.
Commas can be used before coordinating conjunction joining independent clauses. In these situations, commas can tell readers that one independent clause has come to a close and another one is about to begin. 
For example, the department sponsored a seminar on college survival skills and hosted an orientation program for the incoming students. 

Commas can be used after an introductory clause or phrase. In sentences, using commas indicate the end of a preceding clause or phrase and the beginning of the main part of the sentence. 
Example: When Nicole was set to eat, her mother called her out. In this sentence, the comma signifies that “her mother” is the subject of a new clause, and it's not part of the introductory clause. 

Commas can be used to separate items listed in a series. 
Example: The basket was full of fruits such as; oranges, mangoes, pawpaws, and dragon fruit. 

Lastly, commas can be used between coordinate adjectives that modify a noun. 
Example: From all indications, she is a warm, gentle, affectionate mother. 
3. Explain many different ways commas are unnecessary. Provide at least four examples with a small explanation of why the commas are unnecessary based on the examples you provided. 
Commas are unnecessary in sentences where coordinating conjunction only joins two words, phrases, or subordinate clauses; for example, Nicole discovered a leak in the roof and came back to fix it. The comma in this sentence is unnecessary because the coordinating conjunction joins only two words here, and the use of the comma may cause the reader to misread this sentence.

Commas should not be used to separate verbs from their subjects or objects.
Example: National parks large enough to give the animals freedom to roam are now becoming popular in the US.  Separating the subject, national parks, from the verb, are becoming, is unnecessary because this affects the meaning of the sentence.


Commas are not necessary before the first or after the last item in a series.
Example: The main known causes of HIV infection are deep kissing, sexual intercourse, sharing of needles, and breastfeeding. 

Lastly, commas cannot be used between cumulative adjectives, between an adjective and a noun, or even between adverbs and adjectives. 
Example: In the farthest corner of the field, we found an abandoned old, black box. The comma between the adjective abandoned old and the noun that follows it is unnecessary and seems misplaced. 
4. What is a semicolon, and why are they rarely used? Watch the short clip or video, and explain why. 
A semicolon is a punctuation mark that is usually used in place of a comma. Mostly, semicolons can be used to join two related independent clauses and a coordinating conjunction. This punctuation mark is rarely used because many people do not usually have an idea where to put them. 
5. Provide three (3) examples of sentences where the use of a semicolon is correct, and explain why. Do not use the same examples. 
A semicolon can be used between independent clauses with no coordinating conjunction.
For example, in film, a low-angle shot makes the subject look powerful; a high-angle shot does the opposite. Using merely a comma in this sentence might result in a run-on sentence. 

A semicolon can be used between independent clauses linked with transitional expression.
Example: The process of rock sedimentation is very gradual; in fact, it may centuries to actualize. 

A semicolon can be used between lines in a series containing internal punctuation.
Example: Organizational managers should always be focused on effective management of workplace diversity: it leads to high organizational performance, especially when employees become focused on their work; it helps make social interactions at the workplace easier, such as those with co-workers more enjoyable; and, most important, it results in increased organization revenues. 
6. What does the apostrophe indicate? Explain.
The apostrophe is a punctuation mark that is mostly used to show possession. The apostrophe indicates, in singular possession that is marked by ‘s written immediately after the possessor. 
7. Provide four (4) examples where an apostrophe is used, and explain why.
This is Charlie and Lola’s new house. The apostrophe in this sentence has been used to show that the room belongs to both Charlie and Lola. 
This is John’s car. The apostrophe here indicates singular possession, an indication that the car belongs to John.
I’ve been sick for the past three months. The apostrophe here has been used to show contraction. It has been placed in the place of the omitted letter. 
My father-in-law’s memoir about life in Sri Lanka was just published. The apostrophe in this sentence highlights compound possession. 
8. When is it appropriate to use quotation marks, and why? Explain and provide examples to illustrate your explanation.
It is appropriate to use quotation marks to enclose direct quotations. 
“sex,” according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “is the leading cause of HIV infections in the United States.” Notably, in this sentence, quotation marks have been used to highlight direct quotations as drawn from CDC. 

9. Are there any common misuses of quotation marks? Which ones are the most common and why? Explain in detail and provide examples.

Yes, quotation marks are usually misused when writing. For instance, most people tend to use quotation marks around the titles of their own essays. 
Example: “The Story of an Hour.”
10. When will you use the dash or brackets? Are those two punctuation marks the same? Why or why not? Provide examples of different uses.
When writing, brackets are usually used to immediately describe words or thoughts inside a sentence, while dashes are used to introduce or emphasize a new thought into a sentence to clarify its intent. 
Example: "To install the new circuit you will need to cut the positive (red) wire - be careful not to cut any other wires - leading to the power supply."

11. What is an ellipsis, and when can you use ellipsis? Explain and provide an example with an explanation. 

Ellipsis refers to the omission of one or more words in a sentence to indicate that you have deleted words from an otherwise word-for-word quotation. An ellipsis can be used to create suspense by adding a pause before the end of the sentence.
Example: The president said, “if we don’t train our kids right, then somebody else will…. this may be only way we can raise the right generation.”
12. What’s a compound word? Provide a few examples and explain why the examples illustrate the question being asked. 

Compound words refer to two or more individual words that have been used together to form new words with completely different meanings. 
Example: Notebook. The word notebook has been derived from two individual words note plus book. Other compound words include Firefighter: Fire + fighter, Football: Foot + ball, and so on. 





13. Provide examples of when the hyphen is used and explain why. 

A hyphen can be used when two or more words have been used together as adjectives before a noun. 
Example: Today, most teachers generally depend on both traditional textbook material and web-delivered content. 
14. Name different ways to capitalize a word and provide examples. 
Capitalization is usually necessary for proper nouns such as God, Book of common prayer, and the University of Liberty. 

15. Are there any punctuation rules you were not aware of or which you were misusing? Which ones, and how do you plan to revise for punctuation in the final paper? 

Previously, I had been making lots of mistakes with the apostrophe. I have been apostrophes where they don’t belong. Notably, this has been common in most of my writings. Some of my common mistakes with the apostrophe include; It is all your’s. 
Additionally, I have also had problems with unnecessary quotation marks. Using quotation marks on the titles of my own essays has been very common. From now on, I will not be using the quotation marks when nothing is being quoted.  
