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Revenge in Hamlet
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hamlet is one of the novels by William Shakespeare that changed my life since I first read it ten years ago. The central theme of the novel is revenge, whereby the novel teaches the dangers of revenge. In the play, the protagonist (Hamlet) seeks revenge for his murdered father. Hamlet is not the only character seeking revenge: Laertes, who has sailed back from France, seeks revenge for his dead father Polonius while Fortinbras is seeking revenge on Hamlet. However, it is a tragic ending for all the characters seeking vengeance as Hamlet poisons Polonius instead of Claudius, which leads to the untimely death of Polonius and leads to series of more deaths in the play such as Gertrude, Hamlet, and Ophelia. Shakespeare implies in his novel Hamlet, that revenge is not good. Hamlet, Laertes, and Fortinbras seek vengeance, which doesn't turn out to be good. Modern society is obsessed with a belief in revenge. However, Shakespeare implies that revenge is not always sweet as all the characters seeking revenge in the play end up in downfall. Hamlet’s desire to avenge leads to his death, the death of his family, the woman he loves (Ophelia), and the destruction of Denmark's throne. Since reading this novel, I have learned to forgive and not take revenge for anything.
