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WAYS IN WHICH BURMESE CONTROLLED THE MUSLIMS
There are three main ways in which Burmese controlled the Muslims with the intention of keeping them marginalized and poor. First, in 1962, General Win came into the power of Burma government through a military coup. He has a policy which ensured the nationalization of private entrepreneurs which effectively drove away any ethnic Muslim and Indian traders from the country. Majority of the Muslims were farmers, and they had nowhere to go. Having sent the traders and the farmers away, left them poor and marginalized for they had no one to trade with. It is through a trade where one gets what he didn't have exchanged it for what you have. Also, in 1982, there was a citizen law which managed to strip out many ethnical groups including the Muslims. This meant that the Muslims had no citizen rights. They were open to discrimination with no one to defend them. They were even seen unworthy in Burmese society. This resulted in them halting their trading activities with other people for they had to move out (Pp. 131)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Secondly, apart from depriving the Muslims citizenship, they were kept out of the new political openness. Additionally, they have deprived the right of accessing to education, health, jobs and freedom of movement within the country (Pp. 131). The situation worsened out as the discrimination persisted over years which were fueled by hatred and systematic violence. Due to persistent lack of health care and jobs, many Muslims suffered from diseases and hunger which lead thousands of them perishing, and hundreds of thousands sought refuge in camps. All these deprivation led to serious social, political and economic problems not only in Myanmar but the whole region. It was difficult to fight for their rights since they were the minority group and they were not on their land. Therefore, they were left corner to the actions they got and mercy they would get to survive. The refugee camps conveniently served collective isolation to the Muslims from the rest of the population. This actions and experiences were enough to make them poorer and become more marginalized for they had nothing to own.
Thirdly, the Burmese controlled the Muslims by depriving them the right of movement where they were required permits for they fall prey to robbery and extortion. They were open to problems such as poor sanitation and other poor living conditions (Pp. 129). They were treated as bad people by other groups. Also, they lacked state protection thus leaving them helpless. Their belongings were confiscated and recruited Muslims men and women including children into forced labour. Slaves were overworked and fed for survival. However, due to lack of healthcare and enough food, most of them lost lives. As a result, it didn't result in poverty on one side (Muslims) but also to the whole economy. As much as the Muslims didn't have a lot, most of them were trader and farmers which was contributing to the wellness of the economy, until they were pulled out by the Burmese government.
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