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‘Learning to Write’ by Benjamin Franklin Book Review
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Benjamin Franklin went down in history as one of the founding fathers of the most powerful country, the United States of America. Benjamin was among many other things a renowned author, politician, postmaster, scientist and investor just but to mention a few. He was initially an author during his struggles and tireless quest for colonial unity (Weems 78-80). He is known to have written a good number of influential books in the market today, among them being ‘Poor Richard's Proverbs,'' The Autobiography' and many others. His impeccable writing won the Honorary Degree and the Franklin Medal awards that were attributed to his success in writing (Weems 78-80).
 His book titled ‘Learning to Write' is a non-fiction text where he describes his life from the onset, at a point where he could hardly write. It also sheds light on his early life struggles as he came from a humble beginning, born in a poverty-stricken family of sixteen siblings and how he was eventually compelled to quit school at the tender age of 10. His story is one of ‘from rags to riches' that he reveals in a jam-packed stylistic way of writing. All through his teenage he had not been a good writer yet, and could still not make ends meet for neither himself nor the siblings. In his late twenties, however, Benjamin surprisingly became independently wealthy thanks to his publications of ‘Pennsylvania Gazette’ and the much-talked-about ‘Poor Richard’s Almanack (Weems 78-80) ’. These two publications are what fired him into the limelight. 
 Benjamin in his book talks about a book in the form of ‘Spectator' that provided a stepping stone towards his writing career. What draws my attention most in this book that he says he used to read and eventually tried to imitate the author's skillful writing styles. He says he used this text to form hints and ideas from the original sentiments of the author, in what he says he used to do most in the evening after a hard day of trying to fend for his large family. He also attributes his writing to an English Grammar with whom he met and after the procuring of yet another text ‘Memorable Things of Socrates.' This book according to his wording ‘charmed him.' He adopted it and became a real doubter of religion; in what he thought was safest for him yet embarrassing to those whom he used it against.   
 From my evaluation, the chronological account of events in the life of Benjamin captures my interest. The author gives a full account of how he went from rags to riches which should preferably be motivational for the young youth out there who may have despaired in life. At one point he says he had no money for school and had to call it quits, but through determination, he became not just an author but a highly reputable man in the United States of America. His carefully-selected words in the text also portray the native-like command he had of the English language. He uses a unique style of shortening words like ‘adopted' instead of ‘adopted,' a unique skill I have only seen in a few books. I would like to use the story of Benjamin Franklin as a motivator to those that may have given up in life, that if a man with little classroom can struggle so hard in life to have his face on the American dollar, then nothing is impossible for anyone.  



Film review of “an Extraordinary Life” by Benjamin Franklin
‘An Extraordinary Life' is a one-hundred-and-ten-minute video that collectively celebrates the achievements of renowned politician-cum-author who was a distinguished founding father of the United States of America. It follows a journey of the life of a man whose first step was taken from a humble beginning. One of the interviewees in the video describes him as a man of ‘powerful ambition and curiosity.' The video exploits his achievements including saving the world from the wrath of lighting and saving America's interest as a diplomat to France. He is also praised for his ‘The Poor Richard's Proverb' a book said to have been read by many and reprinted as many times only second to the bible (Kozuskanich 65). 
Apart from a full-detailed autobiography of the respectable man of substance, the video is full of applause for the departed hero who is said to have signed the decoration of independence and treaty with France in what was a pivotal point in as far as the history of America is concerned. He rarely practiced what he preached, according to one of the interviewees. In his video, he gratifies his vanity, saying he doesn't think vanity is evil. The son of a mediocre soap maker in a family of seventeen was sent to school in Boston to be educated as a minister, but would later drop out for financial constraints since soap makers did not earn much.
Among the few points that capture my attention is when he describes in his own words of a day he was answering to the call of nature on a wall drawing water when a dog came beside him and did the same. How to mean the mortal state of human beings placing them at the same state as dogs became relevant to him that day and made him decide always to answer the call of nature and invoke what he terms as divine thoughts to the angels. The moral of this story according to the film is that humans should strive to do more than just what dogs do, and be extraordinary to be able to be clearly distinguished from such animals. What this invokes is the want and spirit of innovation, which should send waves of curiosity in the brains of our youth today. 
What I like most about this video is the detailed account given of a life that once wallowed in poverty, never gave up and strived to be what history books can barely leave unmentioned. The videos recorded of Benjamin himself speaking reveals how good he is with his words, which ooze a lot of wisdom given his age at the time of recording. A careful listener would grasp one too many points that would need some jotting to do. The video also reveals that Benjamin on many occasions would involve his son William Franklin in his projects, in what was a motivational intention to mentor and mold his son in what he would later on life grow to be.
As a guidance and counseling personnel, I would encourage the youth to follow in the footsteps of America's founding father and emulate his deeds to become respectable men and women of tomorrow. Also, young fathers could also take after Benjamin to mentor their children, proving guidance to channel their children's future on the right path.
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