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Rhetorical Modes of Writing/Patterns of Organization
Read each paragraph below and decide which mode of writing primarily use in each of the 
following paragraphs. 
1. Billy Ray's Pawn Shop and Lawn Mower Repair looked like a burial ground for country auction 
rejects. The blazing, red, diesel fuel tanks beamed in front of the station, looking like cheap 
lipstick against the pallid, wrinkled texture of the parking lot sand. The yard, not much larger 
than the end zone at General G. Patton High School on the north end of town, was framed with a
rusted metallic hedge of lawn mowers, banana seat bicycles, and corroded oil drums. It wasn't a 
calico frame of rusted parts, but rather an orchestra of unwanted machinery that Billy Ray had 
arranged into sections. The yellow-tanked mowers rested silently at the right of the diesel fuel. 
Once red, now faded orange, mowers stood at attention to the left. The oil barrels, jaded and 
pierced with holes, bellared like chimes when the wind was right. The bikes rested sporadically 
throughout the lot. In the middle of it all was the office, a faded, steel roof supported by cheap 
two-by-fours and zebra paneling. Billy Ray was at home, usually, five blocks east of town on 
Kennel Road.
A) Illustrative   B) Description   C) Cause and Effect   D) Definition

2. The origin of the word is probably the most logical place to start. As with many words in the 
English language, love is a derivative of the Latin word "causemajoraproblemus" which means 
"You're miserable when you got it and miserable when you don't." The word was created to 
explain the biological phenomenon that existed when certain individuals came into contact with 
each other and either remained together or went about their lives separately. Regardless of the 
outcome, the relationship was usually characteristic of throat lumps, knotted stomachs, weak 
knees, temporary loss of language, sweaty palms, dizziness, sneezing, and occasional nausea. 
Belligerent insanity also resulted. History clearly illustrates this. Can we ever forget the face that
launched a thousand ships? Federally expressing Van Gogh's ear? The construction of Le Tour 
Eiffel? All of these were results of love and love lost.
A) Cause and Effect   B) Narrative   C) Definition   D) Illustrative
3. Yesterday evening I got home from work at 6 o'clock. My wife had prepared dinner which we 
ate immediately. After I had cleaned up the kitchen, we watched TV for about an hour. Then we 
got ready to go out with some friends. Our friends arrived at about 9 o'clock, and we chatted for 
a while. Later, we decided to visit a jazz club and listen to some music. We really enjoyed 
ourselves and stayed late. We finally left at one o'clock in the morning.
     A) Narrative   B) Illustrative   C) Description   D) Classification 

4. Forest and river dominate O'Leno State Park. By contrast, Lloyd Beach State Recreation Area, 
near Fort Lauderdale, is dominated by the oily bodies of sun-worshippers who crowd into it 
every summer weekend. Where O'Leno gives you so much quiet you can hear the leaves 
whispering, Lloyd Beach is a place of boisterous activity. You can walk a few yards in O'Leno 
and pass beyond every sign of human civilization. When you walk at Lloyd Beach, you have to 
be careful to step over the picnic baskets, umbrellas, jam boxes, and browning bodies. At night, 
O'Leno wraps itself with the silence of crickets and owls. Lloyd Beach is busy with fishermen 
till well past midnight. If you want to fish near town, or dive into the busy bustle of an urban 
beach, Lloyd Beach is the place to go. But if you want to stand at the edge of civilization and 
look across time into an older natural world, O'Leno is the park to visit.
A) Cause and Effect   B) Compare and Contrast   C) Argumentation   D) Illustration

5. This family was a victim of a problem they could have avoided-a problem that, according to 
Florida park rangers, hundreds of visitors suffer each year. "Several times a month," ranger Rod 
Torres of O'Leno State Park said, "people get scared and leave the park in the middle of the 
night." Those people picked the wrong kind of park to visit. Not that there was anything wrong 
with the park: The hikers camped next to them loved the wild isolation of it. But it just wasn't the 
kind of place the couple from New Jersey had in mind when they decided to camp out on this trip
through Florida. If they had known about the different kinds of parks in Florida, they might have 
stayed in a place they loved.
A) Cause and Effect   B) Argumentation   C) Persuasive   D) Classification
6. "Park" is difficult to define in Florida, because there are so many kinds of parks. Basically, a 
park is a place to go for outdoor recreation-to swim, picnic, hike, camp, walk the dog, play 
tennis, paddle your canoe, and, in some places take rides in miniature trains or swish down a 
waterslide. Florida has a rich variety of parks, ranging from acres of RVs ringed around 
recreation halls, to impenetrable mangrove wilderness. To make things more complicated, not all
of them are called "parks," and even the ones called "parks" come in several varieties.
A) Cause and Effect   B) Argumentation   C) Classification   D) Definition
Please read the definition supplied in numbers 1 thru 10 below.  Select and circle the appropriate rhetorical mode of writing reflected by the supplied definition.
7.  Writing that organizes or sorts things into divisions, types, groups, and/or predetermined categories.
A) Description   B) Classification   C) Process Writing   D) Illustrative   E) None
8. Writing to give instructions on how to do something or to describe how something is done. It is a common organizational form of writing.
A) Description   B) Definition   C) Process Writing   D) Cause and Effect E) None
9. Writing that is concerned with why things happen, what has happened, and the end result. 
A) Classification   B) Definition   C) Compare and Contrast   D) Cause and Effect E) None
10. Writing that shows how two or more subjects are similar and/or how two subjects are different.  
A) Classification   B) Definition   C) Compare and Contrast   D) Narrative   E) None
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