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Rituals, Routines, Stories, and Secrets
	When I was 13, my dad broke down. He told me he had fathered another kid four fears before I was born with a woman who was not my biological mother. He further acknowledged that my grandparents knew it but refused to reveal the secret .my; father took care of all her needs, including the hired maid's salary. My grandparents only met her when she was twelve years old. Surprisingly my dad confessed that he never intended to reveal that secret to anyone in the family. I felt terrible since mom never knew about the story. During holiday seasons, my grandparents hid my sisters' pictures when we visited them. Since then, I always feel a certain degree of guilt as my dad's child chose to stay with me. Although my sister does not know we are from the same family, she is my best friend, and we have had a stable relationship for the past few months. There are several functions that the story served among them was the need to protect our family from separation or divorce. My father also had the fear that if the whole family found out the secret, we could face a harsh judgment. The story serves this function since its discovery could have resulted in shame and disgrace. 
