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Robert De Feo Case
Robert De Feo was a troubled child who had conflicts with his father and ended up murdering his whole family in under fifteen minutes. After the shooting, he dressed and went to work as usual and later created stories to divert the authorities' attention regarding the homicides. DeFeo’s trial began on October 14th, 1975, for killing his parents and four siblings in their Amityville, New York home. It was almost a year after the date of the murders. His attorney attempted to use the insanity plea for him, and DeFeo claimed that he had voices in his head that had urged him to carry out the killings. The psychiatrist for the defense supported the claim by saying that DeFeo was neurotic and suffered from dissociative disorder (Lippert, 2012).
 The insanity defense would excuse DeFeo from responsibility for his actions because even though he killed his family, he would lack culpability based on mental illness. However, Doctor Harold Zolan proved that DeFeo was suffering from an antisocial personality disorder that made him conscious of his actions, but he was motivated by a self-centered attitude. He also used heroin and LSD, which would have made it easy to commit point-blank murder without succeeding trauma. The heavy media involvement made the defense believable because the movie rights and books that were written portrayed this case as the Amityville horror story. It was easy for people to believe that DeFeo had been possessed by Satan, who made him commit the murders. The media clouded people’s objective perception of the facts of this case, and this is due to the popularity of the stories in the media, which were biased with the aim of appealing to as many people as possible.



Reference
Lippert, C. (2012). Amityville Horror, The. The Encyclopedia of the Gothic.

