Name: 		Period:  	
RONALD REAGAN: 1981-1989
Resurgence of Conservatism
[bookmark: _Hlk69550062][bookmark: _Hlk69550227]The 1980’s witnessed a resurgence of conservatism – a philosophy campaigned by Barry Goldwater. Responsibilities of the government had been increasing since the New Deal, but Presidents Reagan and Bush decided to cut down the size of the federal government. At the same time, they favored strong military establishments.

1. Who campaigned conservatism?
Barry Goldwater
2. What did Reagan & Bush decide to cut down?
The size of the federal government
3. What did they favor?
 strong military establishments.
The Reagan Presidency, 1981-1989
[bookmark: _Hlk69550277][bookmark: _Hlk69550347][bookmark: _Hlk69550446]A popular Hollywood actor, Ronald Reagan, became president of the actors’ union before entering politics. He grew more conservative when he came to the conclusion that the federal government had become too powerful and intrusive. He picked Texas Congressman, George H.W. Bush as his running mate. The Iranian Hostage Crisis allowed Reagan to sweep the election.

1. What was Ronald Reagan before becoming president?
A Hollywood actor
2. How did he feel about the government?
 the federal government had become too powerful and intrusive	_
3. Who was his running mate?  George H.W. Bush	_
4. What crisis was Carter involved in?  The Iranian Hostage Crisis	



ACTING AS AN AMATEUR HISTORIAN
In his inaugural address of 1981, Reagan explained his views on the government:
[bookmark: _Hlk69550752]“In this present crisis, government is not the solution to our problem; government is the problem. From time to time we’ve been tempted to believe that society had become too complex to be managed by self-rule, that government by an elite group is superior to government for, by, and of the people. Well, if no one among us is capable of governing himself, then who among us has the capacity to govern someone else? All of us together, in and out of government, must bear the burden. The solutions we seek must be equitable, with no one group singled out to pay a higher price.”

1. What is the main idea of his inaugural address?  To give power back to the people	
2. How does Reagan feel about the government? Choose a sentence that explains his feelings:
In this present crisis, government is not the solution to our problem; government is the problem.
3. Do you think the government should be involved in our daily lives? Why or why not?
The government should not be involved in our daily lives. This is because people must have freedom and enjoy human rights without government interference. 


 Roots of the New Conservatism
[bookmark: _Hlk69551102][bookmark: _Hlk69551156]After the problems faced by recent presidents, conservative beliefs suddenly enjoyed an unexpected resurgence in the United States in the 1980’s. Common ideas included: combating unions, reducing taxes, cutting government spending, and reducing the amount of government regulations.
[bookmark: _Hlk69551235]In the 1980 Presidential election, Ronald Reagan received the support of a number of leading American conservative groups.

1. Who enjoyed an unexpected resurgence in the United States in the 1980’s?
conservative beliefs
2. What are some common ideas of conservatism?
combating unions, reducing taxes, cutting government spending, and reducing the amount of government regulations


3. Who did Ronald Reagan receive support from?
A number of leading American conservative groups.
Major Conservative Groups
· [bookmark: _Hlk69551374]National Rifle Association: The NRA had begun to promote rifle shooting and marksmanship skills. After the assassination of President Kennedy, his brother Robert, and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Congress enacted the Gun Control Act of 1968.
· [bookmark: _Hlk69551441]The Moral Majority: Helped get Reagan elected, mainly composed of Fundamentalist Christians. Favored a strict interpretation of the bible, and anti-Communism.
· Heritage Foundation: Sought to promote conservative policies based on free enterprise and limited government.

1. Why did Congress enact the Gun Control Act of 1968?
 To promote rifle shooting and marksmanship skills

2. What did the Moral Majority favor?
A strict interpretation of the bible, and anti-Communism

3. What did the Heritage Foundation promote?
 Conservative policies based on free enterprise and limited government.


[image: ][image: ] REAGAONOMICS
TAX CUTS & DEREGULATION

[bookmark: _Hlk69551772][bookmark: _Hlk69551827][bookmark: _Hlk69551899]When Reagan took office, the main problem facing the nation was still stagflation. Reagan tried to solve the problem with “supply side economics.” Previous government economists had focused on the lack of consumer demand. To increase employment, they had increased government spending to give more money to consumers. Reagan’s economic advisors concentrated on supply. By reducing taxes and deregulating businesses, they reasoned it would drive down prices and stop inflation. Some called this new strategy, “Reagonomics.” By 1983, the economy began to come out of recession. Reagan’s tax cuts, deregulation, and military spending encouraged greater business activity.

1. What was the main problem facing the nation when Reagan took office?  Stagflation	
2. What did Reagan’s economic advisors concentrate on?   Supply	
3. What did they reason would drive down prices and stop inflation?  Reducing taxes and deregulating businesses,	
4. What did some call this new strategy?  Reagonomics	
5. What encouraged greater business activity?
 Reagan’s tax cuts, deregulation, and military spending

Sandra Day O’Connor
[bookmark: _Hlk69551990][bookmark: _Hlk69552496]In 1981, President Reagan nominated Sandra Day O’Connor as the first woman Justice on the U.S. Supreme Court. Born in El Paso, Texas she studied in California before moving to Arizona. During her early years on the U.S. Supreme Court she was a conservative who preferred “Judicial Restraint.” She emerged in the late 1900’s as a swing vote between conservative and liberal groups on the court.

1. Who did Reagan nominate in 1981?
Sandra Day O’Connor 
2. What is important about Sandra Day O’Connor?
She emerged in the late 1900’s as a swing vote between conservative and liberal groups on the court

3. What did she prefer as a conservative?
Judicial Restraint
4. Who was the first African American Congresswoman from Unit 9 whose initials are also S.C.?
Sandra Day O’Connor
Peace through Strength
[bookmark: _Hlk69552600][bookmark: _Hlk69552658][bookmark: _Hlk69552895]In 1983, Reagan sent U.S. Marines to the small Caribbean island of Grenada after Communists had taken control in order to protect Americans on the island and to prevent Cuba from attempting to export Communism elsewhere.  This intervention showed Reagan’s willingness to use force against Communism. In 1985, Reagan announced the Reagan Doctrine which stated the US would not “roll back” against Communism.
[bookmark: _Hlk69553449]Reagan believed in a policy of Peace through Strength – “let he who desires peace prepare for war.” Under this policy, Reagan felt the best way to prevent war was to make America’s enemies think that the US had the means and will to stop aggression. He increased military spending and proposed research into a defense system, the Strategic Defense Initiative (also known as Star Wars), using lasers to shoot down missiles in order to stop a nuclear attack.

1. Where did Reagan sent U.S. Marines in 1983?
To the small Caribbean island of Grenada
2. Why did he send them to Grenada?
To protect Americans on the island and to prevent Cuba from attempting to export Communism elsewhere

3. What was Reagan using force against?  Communism	
4. What did the Reagan Doctrine state?        The US would not “roll back” against Communism.


5. Under Peace through Strength, what did Reagan feel the best way to prevent war was?  to make America’s enemies think that the US had the means and will to stop aggression 

6. What did he increase? military spending and proposed research 	
7. What did the Strategic Initiative Defense (Star Wars) do? ) Used lasers to shoot down missiles in order to stop a nuclear attack. 



The Iran-Contra Affair
[bookmark: _Hlk69560677][bookmark: _Hlk69561854][bookmark: _Hlk69561915]The Iran-Contra Affair arose out of a secret foreign policy operation by officials in the Reagan White House. In 1986, officials in the Reagan administration acted against the policy of refusing to negotiate with terrorists by secretly selling arms to Iran as part of a deal in exchange for the release of American hostages in Lebanon. Profits from the sales of the arms to Iran were then diverted to support the anti-Communist “Contra” rebels fighting in the Communist government of Nicaragua. This was done even though Congress had specifically prohibited any U.S. aid to the Contras.
When the affair was revealed, it shocked the nation since the Reagan administration had denounced Iran as a supporter of global terrorism. An investigation cleared the President of any wrong-doing, although he had failed to monitor the acts of some of his top officials. Several officials were convicted of lying to Congress and sent to prison.
This affair tarnished America’s credibility in the world. After the Watergate Scandal, it led many citizens to seriously question their trust in the government officials. Nevertheless, Ronald Reagan continued to enjoy strong support among many members of the American public.
THREAT OF TERRORISM


[bookmark: _Hlk69553692][bookmark: _Hlk69553728][bookmark: _Hlk69553898]Terrorism refers to the use of bombing, assassination, kidnapping, or other acts of terror to ensure that a political group’s voice is heard, and even that the government will yield to their demands. In 1982, an Israeli force invaded Lebanon, setting off a civil war between Christians and Palestinian refugees. Lebanon requested a multinational force of U.S. Marines and French paratroopers to restore order. In 1983, a suicide bomber attacked the American and French barracks in Beirut, the capital city of Lebanon. As a result, 241 US Marines and 58 French paratroopers were killed. Shortly thereafter, Reagan withdrew American forces from Lebanon. Reagan announced that he would not negotiate with terrorists and even bombed two cities in Libya when he thought its leader supported terrorist activities.
1. What are some examples of terrorism?  Bombing, assassination, kidnapping	
2. In 1982, where did an Israeli force invade?  Lebanon	
3. What did Lebanon request?  A multinational force of U.S. Marines and French paratroopers to restore order	
4. Where did a suicide bomber attack American and French barracks?  Beirut, the capital city of Lebanon	
5. How many casualties were there?  241 US Marines and 58 French paratroopers were killed	
6. What did Reagan announce?  He would not negotiate with terrorists	
[bookmark: _Hlk69561696]The Iran-Contra Affair Questions
1. What policy did the Reagan administration act against?

2. Where were profits from the sale of arms to Iran diverted to?
3. What did Congress specifically prohibit?
4. When the affair was revealed, what happened?
5. What happened after the investigation?
_
6. What happened to several officials?
7. How did America’s credibility suffer?
8. What happened to America’s trust in the government after the
Watergate Scandal and the Iran-Contra Scandal?

10. The National Rifle Association seeks to protect the individual liberties closely connected to the -
A. Community Reinvestment Act
B. Equal Rights Amendment
C. Second Amendment
D. Contract with America
5. Richard Nixon was the first U.S. president to -
A. Be impeached, reducing faith in the US government
B. Visit communist China and improve its relations with the United States
C. Speak directly with a Soviet leader, demanding that he tear down the Berlin Wall
D. Become the subject of a highly publicized scandal exposing his personal life
9. Increased defense spending during the 1980s was mostly funded by -
A. Higher taxes
B. Private investment
C. Federal budget deficits
D. Cuts to domestic military sites
4. Which of the following was a significant issue faced by Americans throughout the 1980s and 1990s?
A. Should the US military be racially integrated?
B. Should President Nixon have resigned before impeachment?
C. Should the degree of business regulation by the federal government be reduced?
D. Should the United States re-open diplomatic relations with China?
8. [bookmark: _Hlk69560647]Ronald Reagan hoped to spur economic growth by -
A. Creating federal programs to ease unemployment
B. Cutting taxes to encourage business development
C. Boosting government spending on anti-poverty programs
D. Encouraging individuals to invest in new technology companies
3. In what way were the Heritage Foundation, the Moral Majority, and the National Rifle Association similar?
A. They opposed the election of Ronald Reagan
B. They were united in their opposition to prayer in school
C. They represented a resurgence of conservatism in America
D. They wanted the Endangered Species Act to be declared unconstitutional
7. “If we are to pioneer a revolution in technology, meet challenges of the space age, and preserve values of courage, responsibility, integrity, and love, then we can’t afford a generation of children hooked on cocaine and unable to read and write”
-President Ronald Reagan, 1984

A. By instituting a new space-based missile defense program,
B. By funding groundbreaking medical research into the AIDS epidemic
C. By calling for merit pay for teachers and increased standardized testing
D. By lowering taxes in an effort to increase employment and standard of living
6. Which of the following best completes the diagram above -
A. Pursue a policy of detente
B. Reduce government regulation
C. Increase trade with the Soviet Union
D. Increase the money supply
2. How did Ronald Reagan believe he could tackle the problem of stagflation facing the American economy in 1980?
A. Increasing public spending on education and infrastructure
B. Raising taxes of wealthier Americans
C. Reducing taxes and relaxing federal regulations so that producers would create a larger supply of goods
D. Increasing tariffs so that consumers would be encouraged to “Buy American!”
PRACTICE QUESTIONS

1. What was the importance of the appointment of Sandra Day O’Connor to the U.S. Supreme Court?
A. It showed a desire to appoint a strongly anti- Communist justice
B. It was the first time a woman was appointed to the US Supreme Court
C. It illustrated Reagan’s intent to limit judicial activism on the court
D. It showed a desire to appoint Justices without legal training
Reduce inflation
?????
Lower income taxes
Control government spending
Reagonomics


	Jimmy Carter, 1977-1981
	Apply Your Knowledge

	· Jimmy Carter was nominated to the Democratic Party in the 1976 election. He promised to “clean up” Washington and end corruption.
· Carter’s biggest problem was the economy. It depended on oil and oil prices continued to rise. Prices were 10% higher and interest rates rose up to 20%.
· Stagflation – inflation and interest
· Inflation – Increase in prices for goods/services (more it increases, value goes down)
· Bailouts - loans to businesses to save American jobs.
	1. What did Carter promise to do with America?
To “clean up” Washington and end corruption.

2. What was rising in price?  oil prices	
3. What is stagflation?
inflation and interest

4. What happens to the value of money during inflation?
Increase in prices for goods/services

5. Why were loans given to businesses in bailouts?
to save American jobs

	Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)
	Apply Your Knowledge

	· 	Gasoline prices spiked during the 1970s and the early 1980s as a result of conflicts in the Middle East disrupting the distribution of oil.
· The organization formed to control world oil prices was OPEC (Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries).
· The Oil Safeguard Act was a piece of legislation intended to address the collective economic power of OPEC member nations.
	6. Where was there a conflict in the 1970s?
the Middle East

7. What did OPEC control?
world oil prices

8. What would the Oil Safeguard Act address?
the collective economic power of OPEC member nations

	Camp David Accords, 1977
	Apply Your Knowledge

	· 	Israel had been established as a homeland for the Jewish people after the Holocaust. Many Jews were already living there, but Truman supported the creation of Israel.
· Egypt and Israel had been in a series of wars; namely the Arab-Israeli War, Six-Day War, and Yom Kippur War.
· Jimmy Carter attempted to end hostilities between the groups by negotiating a peace treaty known as the Camp
David Accords.
	9. Where was the homeland for Jews after the Holocaust?
Israel

10. Who was in a series of wars with one another?
	Egypt and Israel

11. How did Jimmy Carter end hostilities between Egypt and Israel?
By negotiating a peace treaty known as the Camp
David Accords

	Iranian Hostage Crisis
	Apply Your Knowledge

	· In 1979, the Shah of Iran was forced into exile. The U.S. government later allowed the Shah to enter the United States for medical treatment.
· This perceived U.S. support for the Shah which resulted Iranian revolutionaries kidnapping a group of U.S. citizens in Iran.
· The embassy held the staff for more than a year and America’s image suffered.
	12. Where did the Shah enter for medical treatment?
United States

13. Who kidnapped a group of U.S. citizens?
Iranian revolutionaries

14. What is the name of this crisis?
Iranian Hostage Crisis

15. How long were the hostages held?
	for more than a year

	Ronald Reagan, 1980-1988
	Apply Your Knowledge

	· Ronald Reagan’s policy objective of Reagonomics were based on the theory that broad tax cuts and financial deregulation would promote economic expansion.
· Key words for Reagonomics: tax cuts and deregulation
· In 1981 Reagan nominated Sandra Day O’Connor as the first woman Supreme Court Justice on the U.S. Supreme Court.
· Reagan believed in a policy if Peace through Strength – where he believed an increased defensive strength will discourage aggression by others.
	16. Reagan’s policy objective for Reagonomics was based on what?
the theory that broad tax cuts and financial deregulation would promote 

economic expansion.

17. What are key words for Reagonomics?
tax cuts and deregulation

18. Who did Reagan nominate to be first woman Supreme Court justice?  Sandra Day O’Connor	
19. Peace Through Strength was believing defensive strength would discourage what?
aggression by others

	Conservative Movement
	Apply Your Knowledge



	· After the problems faced by presidents, conservative beliefs suddenly enjoyed an unexpected resurgence in the US.
· Conservative groups that supported Reagan were: the National Rifle Association, The Moral Majority, and the Heritage Foundation.
· Conservatives – Dressing up more, neater, cleaner, and brighter,
	20. What were the Conservative groups that supported Reagan?
The National Rifle Association, The Moral Majority, and the Heritage 

Foundation.

21. How did Conservatives dress?
more, neater, cleaner, and brighter,

	Threat of Terrorism
	Apply Your Knowledge

	· In 1982, Israeli forces invaded Lebanon and set off a civil war between Christian & Palestinian refugees.
· US was helping Lebanon
· US Marines set in to break up the civil war, 241 marines died because of suicide bomber. Reagan withdrew forces.
	22. Where did Israeli forces invade?  Lebanon	
23. Who did the US help?  Lebanon	
24. Why did 241 marines die?
suicide bomber

	Iran Contra Scandal
	Apply Your Knowledge

	· 	The Iran-Contra Scandal was when Reagan traded weapons to Iran for hostages, used the money to send to the Contras (Anti-Communist rebels).
· Congress has specifically prohibited any aid to the Contras.
	25. What scandal was Reagan involved in?
trading weapons to Iran for hostages

26. What did he trade weapons for?  Exchange for hostages	

	George H.W. Bush – Persian Gulf War, 1990
	Apply Your Knowledge

	· Iraq (led by Saddam Hussein) invaded Kuwait for its oil, the US gets involved to help Kuwait because we’re interested in the oil as well.
· Kuwait is liberated (free) however, as Saddam Hussein was exiting he lit all the oil on fire.
· Ralph Nader/Ross Perot were both examples of third party candidates who drew crucial votes away from other candidates.
· Major parties react to people with major political issues by addressing the issues raised by third parties.
	27. Where did Iraq invade?  Kuwait	
28. Why did they invade Kuwait? To extract oil	
29. What did Hussein do after Kuwait was liberated?
he lit all the oil on fire

30. What were Ralph Nader and Ross Perot examples of?
of third party candidates

31. What do third party candidates do?
drew crucial votes away from other candidates.

32. How did parties react to people with political issues?
by addressing the issues raised by third parties

	Bill Clinton, 1992-2000
	Apply Your Knowledge

	· 	Clinton promised America reform with the Health Care Reform – he proposed to give every American health insurance. Hillary Clinton established herself as a leading advocate.
· Bill Clinton tried to help Bosnia and Kosovo from a potential massacre led by the Serbs.
· The United Nations was formed with the US and other member nations to confront problems on national security and the economy.
· Bill Gates was best known for the development of computer operating software.
· Sam Walton is best known for creating Walmart.
· The North American Free Trade Agreement was a trade agreement between the US, Mexico and Canada.
· Family & Medical Leave Act – take time off to care for newborn babies.
	33. What area did Clinton reform?
Health Care

34. Where did Bill Clinton try to help?
Bosnia and Kosovo

35. The United Nations was formed to confront what?
problems on national security and the economy



36. Who invented the computing operating software?
	Bill Gates

37. Who is best known for creating Walmart?
	Sam Walton

38. Which countries are in an agreement with NAFTA?
the US, Mexico and Canada

39. What do you take time off for with the Family & Medical Leave Act?  to care for newborn babies.

	Monica Lewinsky Scandal
	Apply Your Knowledge

	· 	Became the subject of a major scandal his 2nd term in office, the Senate conducted an impeachment trial.
· It reflected that elected officials face greater scrutiny of their personal lives.
	40. What did the Senate conduct on Clinton?
an impeachment trial

41. What did it reflect about elected officials?
that elected officials face greater scrutiny of their personal lives.



The Iran-Contra Affair answers



1. Refusing to negotiate with terrorists
2. Supporting the anti-Communist “Contra” rebels fighting in the Communist government of Nicaragua
3. Any U.S. aid to the Contras
4. It shocked the nation since the Reagan administration had denounced Iran as a supporter of global terrorism
5. The President was cleared of any wrong-doing
6. They were convicted of lying to Congress and sent to prison
7. America’s credibility got tarnished globally.
8. many citizens questioned their trust in the government official
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