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	Failing 0
	Below Ex-pectation 1
	Developing
2
	Adequate
3
	Exemplary
4

	

Formatting & Length


	The paper is less than a page
	The paper is only a page in length or is not format-ed correctly at all
	The paper is too short or contains consistent formatting mistakes
	The paper is a little too short or contains a few formatting mistakes
	The paper is at least 2 pages and uses correct MLA format throughout

	

Introductory Paragraph


	No paragraphing
	The first paragraph gives no sense of a clear purpose or argument
	The first paragraph begins to define the topic, though development is general
	The first paragraph has a thesis, but it is too vague or the paper has an implied thesis
	The paper begins with a clear, central thesis that is stated in the 1st paragraph

	


Inclusion of Textual Evidence


	No quotes, nor paraphrases
	Does not quote from either source, but instead paraphrases or makes general references
	Quotes from only one source or relies overly on paraphrase
	Quotes from both sources correctly but fails to always incorporate quotes into the paragraph
	Quotes correctly from both sources utilizing the “sandwich” technique

	

Strategic Use of Textual Evidence

	Textual Evidence is non-existent or extremely flimsy
	Quotes bear little relationship to the paper’s argument
	Only some quotes directly relate to the paper’s argument
	Quotes are related to the argument, but connection could be clearer
	Quotes are clearly tied to (and advance) the paper’s argument

	

Synthesis of Texts


	Only one text is discussed
	The two texts are discussed, but without any synthesis
	The two texts are treated separately; synthesis occurs only in introduction & conclusion
	Synthesis of the two texts is present on the page, but in only one body paragraph in addition to introduction & conclusion
	Synthesis of the 2 texts and the paper’s argu-ment is re-flected on the paragraph level by fluid discussion of all three




