Running head: MC DONALD SCHOLARSHIP		1
MC DONALD SCHOLARSHIP		5








McDonald Scholarship
Name:
Instructor:
Course:
Date:









	As the first generation student in my family, I considerably recognize the value of higher education and how it contributes to my educational life. Being a first-generation student means merely, neither of my parents had the chance to be admitted to college, and they faced many challenges later on in life about their personal and professional lives. As a result of the struggles that my parents had undergone, they have devoted their time, energy and resources at their disposal to see me through my early years of learning. However, I had been facing financial difficulties during my previous learning years and the reason as to why I am applying for the scholarship. 
	The enthusiastic nature of my parents to see through my education although with financial difficulties gave me the motivation and desire to pursue academic achievement. This achievement is much demonstrated in my high school senior grades and was named Salutatorian of my graduating class. Apart from directing my focus to my success, I managed to work as a tutor for sciences related subjects as a means of lessening my parent’s burden. 
Furthermore, I have been in a position to serve the community outside class trough volunteering services and participating in local clubs during school breaks. Since my family has invested a lot to see me through my education and now I have the opportunity to go even a notch higher to University level, I am in need of financial assistance to achieve my long-term goals in the field of robotic engineering and for my parent’s dreams.
	Career planning is instrumental in helping one manage learning and development. My career planning will entail projecting long-term goals and how they will be achieved.  For one to meet the long-term goals in this field, it is crucial, to begin with the short-term goals that will eventually result in future long-term goals. Among the short-term goals in robotic Engineering that I would like to achieve in MTSU is to capitalize creativity with engineering disciplines through building an engineering intuition through constant engineering process and emphasize meaningful problem-based learning through the integration and application of knowledge. Robotic engineering in the school will also enhance cognitive development as all the robotic activities involve 100% automation. This is some of the short-term goals that will help in the achievement of my long-term goals. To begin with, the knowledge about robotic engineering will assist in achieving my long-term-term goals which include gaining skills for ROBUST innovation for example that can be used to contain problems such as enhancing robotic navigation in natural and off-road environments which is a substantial challenge to the cluttered outdoor environment. Moreover, sound innovation will be required to help in solving current industrial problems, for example, it is evident that almost 90% of United States-based manufacturing companies that previously used robotics do not use them anymore even though they face challenges of securing skilled manpower. However, this is not the underlying cause but the decline in the use of robotics is that most of the previous robotic platform to not suit the changing customer needs for flexibility and simplicity. Furthermore, there is need to demystify a complex technology since the technology has faced a lot of negatives in the general public. There a lot of criticism concerning killer robots and how the robots will replace the human workforce. This misunderstandings that are upheld by the public can be problematic, and thus there is need to demystify the negative criticism directed towards the field of robotics. Therefore they need to sensitize people on what robotics can do and what they cannot do as through learning robotics one can develop a deep understanding and get first-hand information of the actual capabilities of machines and thus can address the fears with the grounded argument.
	The McDonalds have passion in supporting engineering students who are in need of financial assistance in MTSU so that they are in a position to achieve their goals. As a foundation, the family is committed to promoting innovation in the engineering field through giving scholarship for students to study aerospace and other engineering courses. Mr. McDonald had to drop out of MTSU while studying aerospace to due to lack of funds and after training in the U.S. Navy’s flight school he returned to MTSU and completed an engineering technology degree. Throughout the years, the McDonalds have remained focused on supporting MTSU with both their times and resources. This is one of the primary reasons as to why I  am applying the scholarship to McDonald's since the related field that I look up to study is based on engineering, that is mechatronic engineering. Also, Mc Donalds went through a lot because of lack of funds that posed a challenge to his education in engineering. Therefore, there are two factors that I took into consideration before applying for the scholarship, which includes my financial needs and my passion for robotic and mechatronic engineering. Through studying Mechatronic engineering in MTSU, I will be in a position to design and develop industrial automation systems that include robotics and vision systems. There is also need to gain interdisciplinary skills necessary for today’s industry which will entail a synergetic blend of mechanical, Electrical, Control, Hydraulics, Automation, and Robotics. This results in gaining the theoretical knowledge and practical skills in this field are beneficial in achieving my career in mechatronic engineering that will involve designing engineering systems for the automation of industrial tasks for instance robotics. Also through studying and gaining the necessary skills, I will be in a position to determine and suggest cost-effective mechatronic equipment that can be used in the mechatronic designs systems.
	I hope to be worthy for the scholarship since I have an outstanding academic record, enthusiastic to community service and I firmly believe that the award is provided for people who have the strong desire to achieve their goals and also those who can give back to the society but lack the financial capabilities. Being giving the scholarship will not only ease the financial burden during my studies at MTSU but will also focus on learning experience without worries since engineering causes require a lot of commitment.
 


