

SLOVAKIA



Each year the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (UN/CSW) meets in late February/early March to discuss matters regarding the status of women throughout the world.  The UN/CSW chooses a priority theme for each year.  Due to COVID-19 the UN/CSW65 was held virtually in March 2021. This assignment in the past has been based on the priority theme for the upcoming meeting of the UN/CSW.  The UN/CSW66 will take place at the UN in New York from March 14-25. Since we do not have the preliminary document for the UN/CSW66, I have decided to use the priority theme from UN-CSW65 in 2020 for the assignment. 
The priority theme for UN-CSW65 was "Women’s full and effective participation and decision-making in public life, as well as the elimination of violence, for achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls."  NGOs are invited to provide the UN/CSW with feedback and recommendations regarding the priority theme each year in advance of the CSW’s meeting in a response paper. If accepted, these papers are translated into each of the official UN languages and become part of the official documents of the UN/CSW for that year. 
Your assignment is to write a UN/CSW response paper as though you were writing for one of the UN-recognized NGOs. You should use the NGO you have chosen for your semester project and write the paper from the perspective of that NGO in the country you have chosen for your project. You may work with your semester project partner to write a response paper to the UN/CSW65 priority theme.  You will need to identify what you believe are the critical issues regarding social protection systems for women and girls; whether and to what extent women and girls in your chosen country have access to public services; if there is sustainable infrastructure for gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls in your country.  You will need to identify and propose a topic or topics you feel the CSW should consider in its deliberations and include in its final document. 
You must write this paper using the NGO you have identified for the country you have chosen for your semester project. You should write the paper as though you were a representative of the NGO and write it from their perspective based on the issues the NGO works on and what they would consider significant regarding social protection systems and access to public services and what they would consider significant in the UN sustainable development goals and how they impact women and girls in their country. 
 Below are the official UN/CSW requirements for content and formatting for submitting a UN/CSW response paper. You must follow these requirements in writing your paper.
Content:
· Papers may not exceed 2,000 words including the cover page.
· Submit papers in one of the official languages of the United Nations: Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian or Spanish. 
Formatting:
· Indicate the start of a new paragraph with a double line break. (No indented paragraphs.)
· Paragraphs of the statement should not be numbered.
· Do not use footnotes and endnotes. Please incorporate all information into the body of the statement.
· Avoid using abbreviations and acronyms. (For a list of permissible acronyms, please consult theUN Editorial Manual (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)
 ). 
Recommendations:
· Identify key ideas that you would like to address; introduce these ideas in the first sentence or paragraph of your statement.
· Avoid repetition. Keep statements clear, simple and to the point.
· To make reading effortless, organize material by applying the principle of one thought per paragraph.
· Verify references to titles and dates of United Nations events and conferences.
· You may want to prepare your statement in Microsoft Word, or another text processor, and save it on your PC to avoid losing it during submission (e.g. if your PC loses the connection to the online system). Once you have finalized your statement, copy-paste the final text from your document onto the statement submission page in Canvas. 
 Voice and Perspective:
This is not a typical scholarly research paper.  In this paper you need to persuade the members of the UN-CSW to include in their final document about the social protection systems, access to public services and sustainable infrastructure for gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls, what you/your NGO thinks is significant about how social protection systems and access to public services impact women and girls in your country.  In all writing you should always begin by thinking about who is your audience?  Who are you writing this paper for?  In this case you are writing a persuasive paper for the members of the UN-CSW to convince them to include what you think is significant about the priority theme – social protection systems, access to public services and sustainable infrastructure for gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls – for the women and girls in your country.  Since this is a persuasive piece of writing it is more informal than a research paper and does not require citations in the text or at the end of the paper, however, you do need to attribute an author for their work in the text.
At the very end of the assignment you will find a link to a UN-CSW Response Paper submitted last year by Sociologists for Women in Society (SWS).  This is the organization for which I was a representative to the UN-CSW from 2008-2011.  Each year SWS, as a recognized NGO at the UN, submits a response paper, which has always been accepted by the CSW.  Last year’s SWS response paper was accepted by the UN and became part of the official UN documents for the UN-CSW. You may use this as a sample of voice and perspective for this assignment and how to write this type of paper. Last year’s priority theme was “Challenges and opportunities in achieving gender equality and the empowerment of rural women and girls.” This was the issue addressed in the SWS response paper.
 Sources:
Sources:
Here are some web sites that have information about UN Women and women's full and effective participation and decision-making in public life, as well as the elimination of violence, for achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls.
The UN/CSW convened an expert group meeting (EGM) to review and prepare some preliminary documents for the UN/CSW to use to begin their deliberations on the priority theme. These documents will provide you with a good background on the priority theme and the report of the EGM and the concept note are the preliminary documents that the UN/CSW use to begin their preparation of the final document on the priority theme which was published following the meeting of the UN/CSW65. Here is the link to the UN/CSW web page that contains the documents used by the EGM to prepare their documents, which are also included on the page . UN/CSW65 EGM Documents
 (Links to an external site.)
 
The links above can be found in the "Files" menu on Canvas under the folder "Course Files" in the subfolder "UN-CSW Response Documents." There is another subfolder “CSW65 Documents” which contains these UN papers and policy briefs that will provide greater background on the priority theme.
 
SWS UN-CSW Response Paper: Here is a link to SWS's UN-CSW Response Paper for a previous year. SWS Written Statement CSW 62 Final.
 
Student UN/CSW Response Paper: Here is a link to a paper submitted by a student group in a previous year in this class: Sample Student UN/CSW Response Paper.
 
Draft Response Paper Due Date: Wednesday, October 20, 2021
Final Response Paper Due Date: Wednesday, November 3, 2021
Rubric
UN-CSW Response Paper Rubric
UN-CSW Response Paper Rubric
	Criteria
	Ratings
	Pts
	

	
	
	30 pts
	

	
	
	50 pts
	

	
	
	20 pts
	

	Total Points: 100
	
	
	



	This criterion is linked to a Learning Outcome
Voice and Perspective Criterion – Up to 30 points will be awarded based on your consideration of your audience (the UN/CSW) and ability to write from the perspective of the NGO you have identified for your semester project.



	This criterion is linked to a Learning Outcome
Persuasiveness – Up to 50 points will be awarded for the strength of your argument and your ability to persuade the reader that the issues you identify are critical and need to be included in the UN/CSW final document.



	This criterion is linked to a Learning Outcome
Content and Formatting – Up to 20 points will be awarded for following the requirements set out by the UN/CSW for paper submissions: maximum 2,000 words; paragraphs indicated by a double line break; no footnotes or endnotes; no citations; only UN approved acronyms or abbreviations.



Links
csw65-2021


https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
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