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Exam #2: Reading and Review Questions
You should be able to discuss answers to these questions, and you should always have an example of your own to help you explain each term or concept.

Chapter 3 in Johnson – “The Structures of Social Life” (and related GDAC content)

NOTE:  We will begin by talking about some general points of this chapter, but much of the detail will be discussed as it comes up in subsequent weeks and the attendant chapters in GDAC.  BE SURE to come back and revisit these questions while we discuss this later material.

1. What is a social structure?  What are its “two meanings”?  (See pages 64-65).  Can you give examples of some social structures, and your position/status within them?
2. How is a social structure like a physical structure (e.g. a building)?  How is a social structure NOT like a building?
3. You should also review definitions and examples for the following terms we’ve already discussed: status (achieved and ascribed), role, and role conflict.
For questions 4-10 below you should refer back to GDAC Chapter 1 and your class notes.
4. What are the basic assumptions of the functionalist perspective?
5. Explain how functionalists have used the biological metaphor.
6. What are the major social institutions found in most advanced societies today? What functions do they seem to serve?
7. According to Talcott Parsons, what is the particular functional significance of the nuclear American family? 
8. Distinguish between Merton’s concepts of manifest and latent functions.
9. What is Merton’s argument concerning the balance of functions and dysfunctions of any social activity or institution?
10. Describe some of the principal criticisms of the functionalist perspective.
11. In the section “Structure as Relation”, Johnson says, “Statuses are important in the structure of social life” not in themselves, but “because of the relationships that connect them to one another” (p. 74).  Explain what he means.
12. Also in the section “Structure as Relation”, Johnson discusses how adding a new status/position to a given structure radically complicates the structure by multiplying the number of role relationships.  Describe, giving an example from your own life, and relate this to GDAC’s discussion of Simmel’s work on the effects of group size in (GDAC, Ch. 5).
13. Explain how crime can be seen as a dysfunction of a capitalist economic system (Merton’s Strain Theory). 
14. As Johnson describes the interconnections between family and economy, some parts of his argument seem more functionalist and some seem more influenced by conflict theory.  Can you point out examples of each?
15. How are culture and structure related? Explain using the idea of feedback between prejudice and structural inequality.  This will be related to our discussion of Ch. 10 in GDAC.
16. Be able to explain Marx’s critique of capitalism.  How is it inherently contradictory in his view? How do modern capitalist states perpetuate the system by easing some of the dysfunctional burden of the working class? Note that we will come back to this when we discuss Ch. 7 in GDAC.
17. In the section “Structure as distribution: Who gets what” and in the section “The structure-culture connection” you should look for discussion of Max Weber, his definition of power, and the application of his ideas on the distribution of power, prestige and other rewards (property) to the issue of prejudice and discrimination.  This will be important when we discuss GDAC Ch.7 and GDAC Ch. 10.

Chapter 5 in GDAC – Groups, Networks, and Organizations

1. Be able to define and explain these terms: group, aggregate, social category, in-groups vs. out groups, primary vs. secondary groups, reference groups. 
2. Describe Simmel’s ideas about how size of a group affects the nature of relational ties within that group.
3. How might social groups lead to pressures to conform?  Be able to discuss Asch and Milgram’s experiments, and the work of Janis on the concept of “groupthink”?
4. Describe Homans’ Exchange Theory, and his laws of liking, inequality, agreement and conformity. What connection do these have to the creation of norms and solidarity?  Can you give examples of each of these laws functioning in your own lives and social groups?
5. What is a social network?  Make sure you can describe it as Dr. Brazill did, rather than the simpler idea presented in GDAC.   
6. What is the difference between local and cosmopolitan networks? How is this distinction related to Toennies’ ideas of Gemeinschaft and Gessellschaft? How might the weaker ties in more cosmopolitan networks actually be beneficial in modern societies, according to Granovetter?
7. What is an organization?  What is a bureaucracy?  Why are they important objects to study in modern society? Be able to supply examples.
8. How did Weber view bureaucracy?  How is it related to his ideas about the process of rationalization in modern societies?
9. If you are studying organizations or bureaucracies, can you just look at the official organizational charts they might produce to understand how people work in them?  Explain why or why not.  (Hint: Blau and formal vs. informal structure).
10. Describe Foucault’s ideas about the use of surveillance and various other forms of control in bureaucracies.  How does this fit with or relate to Weber’s ideal-type of bureaucracy?
11. What kinds of problems might develop in bureaucracies (or because of their influence)?  Describe the dysfunctions Merton discusses.  Be able to supply examples.
12. Michels had special concerns relating to the growing influence of organizations and bureaucracies that he called the “Iron Law of Oligarchy.”  Discuss.  How is this related to Domhoff’s study of the Bohemian Grove (see your class notes and the reading on Canvas, under the section on GDAC Chapter 7)?
13. Describe Ritzer’s views of the McDonaldization of society.  Be able to supply examples.  Is McDonaldization a good thing or a bad thing for people and society generally?  Why do you think so? What are the positives and negatives?
14. What is social capital?  How is related to people’s interconnection to various groups, organizations or bureaucracies?  Be able to supply examples.
Chapter 7 in GDAC Stratification, Class and Inequality

1. What is stratification? Be able to distinguish the three main types of stratification systems: slavery, caste, and class.
2. On what bases are class divisions generally made?  According to Bourdieu, why should cultural capital and consumption patterns related to lifestyle choices be added to this mix?
3. You should have a good idea of the extent of inequality in income, wealth, education and occupation in the U.S. What is happening to the gap between the rich and poor?  Why might this be the case?
4. You should be able to outline the distinctions between the usual classes in modern western capitalist societies: Upper (and the special category of the hyper-rich), Middle (noting the differences between the upper middle and the lower middle classes), the working class, the lower class, and the underclass (see the section on the homeless under social exclusion).
5. What is social mobility? What is the difference between intragenerational mobility and intergernerational mobility? 
6. How do exchange mobility and structural mobility differ? How might they relate to functionalist and conflict theories of stratification? What is the extent of social mobility in the U.S?
7. How is poverty generally defined in the U.S.?
i) Who are the poor? Note: working poor, minorities, women and children all warrant special discussion.
ii) How might we explain poverty?  See questions from Johnson chapter 3 and pp. 134-141 (in Ch. 6) in Johnson.
iii) What has happened to folks after the welfare to work transition in 1996?
8. Describe the functionalist perspective on stratification. What did Davis and Moore have to say about stratification?
i) How does society get people to fill all the necessary occupations?
ii) On what are positions in our society ranked, according to the functionalists?
9. How did Marx view issues of stratification? What does class consciousness mean?
i) Explain the Marxist idea of Economic Determinism; and base and superstructure.
ii) Be able to describe the Labor Theory of Value.
10. What is the general conflict approach to stratification?
i) How is stratification maintained under this system?
ii) What role do unions and professional organizations play in this process? See also Chapter 13.
11. What was Weber’s view of stratification? Distinguish his three concepts: Class (or Property), Power, and Status (or Prestige), and describe how they might relate

Johnson, Chapter 6, pp. 134-141: Why is there poverty?
Also, Review GDAC Chapter 7 on poverty above
1. Why does Johnson say we have to “put the social back in social problems”?
2. Explain how poverty is both:
a. A structural aspect of a system
b. And a consequence of how that system is organized
3. What is the role of Capitalism in producing poverty?  In addition to Johnson Ch. 6 and Ch.3, you should see GDAC Chapter 7, and our discussion of the Marxist critique of Capitalism.
4. What other systemic or structural factors (that might be beyond the control of the individual) influence poverty?
5. What would the functionalist argument be about the dynamics of poverty and inequality (see GDAC Ch. 7)?
6. Why does Johnson argue that both major political parties miss at least half the problem when they try to “solve” poverty?




[bookmark: _GoBack]Chapter 13 in GDAC Work and the Economy pp. 410-423

1. What is the economy?  How is it related to other major social institutions (think back to our discussion of structural functionalism, and see Johnson Chapter 3)?  What is the basis of the economy in every society, according to GDAC (think too about the Marxist notion of Base and Superstructure)?
2. In addition to its basic effects on one’s position in the stratification system, how does work affect people?
3. What is meant by the term informal economy?  How is it related to the formal economy?
4. What is meant by the concept: division of labor? How is this related to Davis & Moore’s functionalist perspective on Stratification?  How is economic interdependence related to Toennies’ Gessellschaft?
a. Discuss the relationship of Taylorism and Fordism to Weber’s ideas of rationalization and bureaucratization, and to Ritzer’s idea, McDonaldization.  You should also be able to relate this to the later discussion in GDAC of automation.
5. What is a Labor Union?  How and why did they develop?  What effect did their development have on the outcome of the predictions that Marx made for Capitalism?
6. Describe how global corporate capitalism is a defining feature of the modern economy of the world.
7. How has the basic Occupational Structure (distribution of different types of jobs) changed over the last century or so in the US?  Why has this happened?  What effect has it had on the US economy?  How is it related to globalization and the Labor Theory of Value?
8. What does it mean to be unemployed or underemployed?  Can you describe some basic trends in the unemployment rate over the last decades?  Should we have a goal of 0% unemployment?  Why might businesses NOT want that?  What would Marx have to say about this?

