Sociology


Term Paper Outline


                                
Intro:

In order to complete this assignment you must write a research paper on an aspect of U.S. health care of your choosing. It is fine to choose a topic we’ve covered (e.g., Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Health Care) and delve more deeply into that topic. Or, you may choose a topic that we’ve neglected (e.g., the sociology of medical education or medicine and social movements).  You must e-mail me prior to starting your paper to get approval of the topic. 

Thesis Statement:

Prior to starting your research paper you MUST e-mail me a thesis statement.  That thesis statement must tell me exactly what it is you are planning to research.  Your thesis statement may change as you research more deeply.  If that happens please e-mail me your new thesis statement.

The thesis statement you hand in prior to the final paper must match up (relatively speaking) with the thesis statement in the final paper you hand in.
Tips on writing a thesis statement:

1. Determine what kind of paper you are writing:

· An analytical paper breaks down an issue or an idea into its component parts, evaluates the issue or idea, and presents this breakdown and evaluation to the audience.

· An expository (explanatory) paper explains something to the audience.

· An argumentative paper makes a claim about a topic and justifies this claim with specific evidence. The claim could be an opinion, a policy proposal, an evaluation, a cause-and-effect statement, or an interpretation. The goal of the argumentative paper is to convince the audience that the claim is true based on the evidence provided.

2. Your thesis statement should be specific—it should cover only what you will discuss in your paper and should be supported with specific evidence.

3. The thesis statement usually appears at the end of the first paragraph of a paper.

4. Your topic may change as you write, so you may need to revise your thesis statement to reflect exactly what you have discussed in the paper.

(Credit: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/)
Tips for a strong thesis statement:

1. A strong thesis statement takes some sort of stand.

Remember that your thesis needs to show your conclusions about a subject. For example, if you are writing a paper for a class on fitness, you might be asked to choose a popular weight-loss product to evaluate. Here are two thesis statements:

There are some negative and positive aspects to the Banana Herb Tea Supplement.
This is a weak thesis statement. First, it fails to take a stand. Second, the phrase negative and positive aspects is vague.

Because Banana Herb Tea Supplement promotes rapid weight loss that results in the loss of muscle and lean body mass, it poses a potential danger to customers.
This is a strong thesis because it takes a stand, and because it's specific.

2. A strong thesis statement justifies discussion.

Your thesis should indicate the point of the discussion. If your assignment is to write a paper on kinship systems, using your own family as an example, you might come up with either of these two thesis statements:

My family is an extended family.
This is a weak thesis because it merely states an observation. Your reader won’t be able to tell the point of the statement, and will probably stop reading.

While most American families would view consanguineal marriage as a threat to the nuclear family structure, many Iranian families, like my own, believe that these marriages help reinforce kinship ties in an extended family.
This is a strong thesis because it shows how your experience contradicts a widely-accepted view. A good strategy for creating a strong thesis is to show that the topic is controversial. Readers will be interested in reading the rest of the essay to see how you support your point.

3. A strong thesis statement expresses one main idea.

Readers need to be able to see that your paper has one main point. If your thesis statement expresses more than one idea, then you might confuse your readers about the subject of your paper. For example:
Companies need to exploit the marketing potential of the Internet, and Web pages can provide both advertising and customer support.
This is a weak thesis statement because the reader can’t decide whether the paper is about marketing on the Internet or Web pages. To revise the thesis, the relationship between the two ideas needs to become more clear. One way to revise the thesis would be to write:

Because the Internet is filled with tremendous marketing potential, companies should exploit this potential by using Web pages that offer both advertising and customer support.
This is a strong thesis because it shows that the two ideas are related. Hint: a great many clear and engaging thesis statements contain words like because, since, so, although, unless, and however.

4. A strong thesis statement is specific.

A thesis statement should show exactly what your paper will be about, and will help you keep your paper to a manageable topic. For example, if you're writing a seven-to-ten page paper on hunger, you might say:

World hunger has many causes and effects.
This is a weak thesis statement for two major reasons. First, world hunger can’t be discussed thoroughly in seven to ten pages. Second, many causes and effects is vague. You should be able to identify specific causes and effects. A revised thesis might look like this:

Hunger persists in Glandelinia because jobs are scarce and farming in the infertile soil is rarely profitable.
This is a strong thesis statement because it narrows the subject to a more specific and manageable topic, and it also identifies the specific causes for the existence of hunger.

(credit to indiana.edu)
Basic requirements of the paper itself:

The paper must include at least three scholarly, peer reviewed, journal articles from accredited journals. Some good online journal search engines to use for sociology are: social sciences by Wilson, JSTOR and Proquest. JAMA will have a lot of good information as well.  Depending on your topic many of those journals will be useful.  

In addition (NOT in place of) you may also use any credible media source like the New York Times or the Washington Post to supplement your ideas relating to the journal articles and the main point of your paper.  Do NOT use Wikipedia as a source or any other online source that is not credible.  

You may also consider using websites that end in .org, .gov or .edu as sources, but just because these websites are “more credible” than “.com’s” does not mean they always have unbiased information.  It is your responsibility to research the opinions of these websites to ensure their credibility.  Assuming that the website is credible because it ends in .org, .gov or .edu is not good research.  Always check your sources (the same could be said for any source, it’s just more likely that peer-reviewed articles will be less biased and more intellectual).  

There are of course exceptions to this.  For example, using the census website for data is perfectly acceptable and would not require additional research to ensure its validity. Use your judgment and if you have any questions about the validity of a website’s data or material, please talk to me about it.  It’s better to be safe than sorry.
Generally speaking the paper should be at least 10 pages.  Although I will not put a page requirement on the paper, it would be difficult to properly present and discuss three scholarly journal articles in conjuncture with your main point in less than 10 pages.  Even at the 10 page mark, only the most concise and excellent writer will be able to perform an “A” paper in that space allotment.  If you know you’re not a strong, concise writer, it will probably take you around 15 pages or more to flesh out your ideas and develop the paper appropriately. 

Your paper must be typed in 12 point Times New Roman font and be double spaced.  Standard margins must be utilized as well (it’s very noticeable if you change your margins).  Standard margins are 1” top and bottom, 1.25” left and right.
The paper must use in-text citations guided either by the MLA or APA format.  APA format is preferable, as it is the standard in sociology, but MLA is acceptable.  In addition to citing the paper properly within the text, you must hand in a work cited page referencing your sources.  If you need help with either of these ideas, please see me and I will be glad to assist you. 

Generally speaking your paper must resemble a basic research paper in that it must have a clear thesis, main support to this thesis and then smaller supporting ideas to link the main ideas.  Then you must conclude the paper by restating the strongest points of your argument and summing up your ideas.  

A research paper is a combination of facts and opinions. Your thesis statement is an opinion, but you have to support it with facts in order to convince the reader that your argument is valid.  If you need more help framing out a proper research paper, please see me and I will be pleased to help.
Summary of the requirements:

1) The paper should cover a sociologically relevant topic in health care.

2) A thesis statement must be handed in and approved prior to starting the paper.

3) The paper should be around 10-15 pages (writing more than that is perfectly acceptable) double spaced done in 12 point times new roman font, with margins of 1” top and bottom, 1.25” left and right.
4) The paper should utilize a standard research format (intro, thesis, support of thesis, conclusion).

5) The paper must include a work cited and be properly cited within the text.
6) The paper must include at least three scholarly, peer reviewed, journal articles from accredited journals.

Grading Breakdown:

Writing (grammar, style, sentence structure etc…) – 3 points

Research quality/use of appropriate sources – 7 points

Content – 10 points

Total of 20 points

