Week 2 
Lecture: The Social Construction of Gender 
 
What is a “social construct?” 
Sociologists believe that social values, beliefs and norms are constructed.  Constructs are ideologies embedded in larger structural institutions such as capitalism, religion and government policies.  Since constructs are based on larger societal conditions, they are fluid—yet bounded in time and space.   
 
Thinking about “Gender Constructs” 
Let’s take the concept of social construct a step further to explore how gender expectations are defined and re-defined.   
 
How are men and women defined?  This broad question has been introduced several debates about gender scripts and performances.  Meaning, how men and women “should” behave under (X) condition.   
 
Biological Determinism 
If we think about scientific conditions for determining one’s sex, biological theories suggest that chromosome differences define men and women. 
XX=Girl 
XY=Boy 
 
Physiologically, science also claims that the reproductive system and genitalia for men and women also define distinct sex characteristics.  
Vagina, Uterus, Ovaries, Estrogen and Progesterone = Women Penis, Testes, Prostate, Testosterone = Men 
 
 
Moving Beyond Biological Constructs into the Social World 
Biological definitions of men and women are often complicated by behavioral expectations.  
 
List some common behavioral expectations associated with men and women here: 
 
Women 	 	 	 	 	 	Men 
 
 
Were there any traits that appeared on both?  
Try this list comparing behavioral expectations of gays and lesbians to straight individuals: 
 
Gays and Lesbians 	 	 	 	 	Straight 
 
 
Social Theory 
Now, let’s apply social theory to discuss gender constructs.   
George H. Mead who discussed Roles, the Self and the Generalized Other.   
According to this theoretical perspective, individuals in society learn roles by imitation and performance.  
**Girls are more likely to behave like their mothers, while boys like their fathers. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, the self is not only define through role playing with individuals of the same sex or gender but also based on communities or groups which one belongs to. These subgroups can be religious, ethnic groups, college associations or political parties. 
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