Week 6 Globalization and Women 
 
Globalization and Economic Restructuring 
 
Modernization and economic shifts have transformed local markets into global empires.  According to sociologist Immanuel Wallerstein, the world operates in a series of interrelated and hierarchal systems.   
 
Let’s think about the World Systems theory in this way: 
Imagine all of the First World nations, or economic and political powerhouses that spearhead new trends and policies for foreign relations.  The United States, England, Canada and Japan are part of the First World. 
 
Developing nations are countries that rely on the economic and political assistance of first world nations.  Some of these countries include: China, Mexico, Brazil, Guyana, and Pakistan. 
 
The economies within the developing world are highly unstable and their governments often rely on finances from foreign banks, such as the World Bank, for loans to fund development projects.   
 
List a few examples of development projects funded by the World Bank: 
1._________________________ 
2._________________________ 
3._________________________ 
Did you mentioned investment in the social landscape?  How about renewing infrastructure?  The answer to both of these projects is, no.   
 
Most of the currency borrowed through the World Bank is invested in projects dictated by the IMF or International Monetary Fund.  They introduce “structural adjustments” that often hurt the social and economic climate of developing countries while benefitting the developing world. 
For example, if Nike needs a new space to produce new sneakers they will likely scout for the country willing to produce the item at the cheapest overall cost.  
 
Nike does not pay taxes on the goods produced and is not required to follow any work standards (most developing countries do not have labor laws for wages, age of employment, employee health and safety and work hours). 
 
Women and Globalization 
How are women affected by globalization?  List three ways in which you think women contribute to the global economy: 
 
1._____________________ 
2._____________________ 
3._____________________ 
 
If patriarchal economic conditions view women’s labor as reproductive labor, how is working outside of the home introduced to patriarchal economies?   
 
What happens to men’s labor and wage contribution?  
The Pink Collar Economy, better known as women’s contribution in a globalized workforce, exists on multiple scales.  The pink collar economy refers to the highly unstable, replaceable or contingent position that women face when working for transnational corporations.   
Women are often placed in these positions of employment because they are referred to as “docile” and equipped with the “nimble fingers” that are necessary to produce factory items.  What about men?  Well, men require higher wages and are assumed to be less likely to take directions the way women would.  These gender stereotypes play a significant role in the labor market shift.   
 
 

400-600 words. Due Thursday, March 7th by 11:59PM. Essay format
1. Read the articles on globalization in the Philippines and Bangladesh (2 separate articles)
2. Discuss at length, TWO examples from EACH article about the economic shifts that impact women’s lives and gender relations/expectations.  
3. Discuss why you chose these /examples.  
4. What are possible solutions to the problems that arise from these conditions? 

 
[bookmark: _GoBack]**For your response to a classmate’s post, pick one aspect of the post and specifically address it.  You may agree, disagree or offer another perspective on their answer.  However, you need to explain your response as your write your post. This should be 200 words**
 
