Week 7  
Gender and Families 
 
How are families constructed? 
The family is a complex social phenomenon that is reliant on social, cultural and class divisions.  According to gender studies of the family, families are constantly evolving and adapting to environmental changes.  
The patriarchal interpretation of the family unit consists of a man and a woman who have children and live together as a unit.  However, we know from the media, advertisements, films and everyday life that the scope of family life is much broader than this definition. 
 
Types of families 
When you think of the word “family” what comes to mind?  
1.______________________________ 
2.______________________________ 
3.______________________________ 
4.______________________________ 
5.______________________________ 
 
Some types of families include: heterosexual, LGBT, adoptive, mixed-race, interfaith, transnational, blended, nuclear (small), extended (multi-generational), fictive (meaning constructed with others of non-blood relation) and the list goes on…. 
 
Why are definitions of the family so complex?  
Sociologists have found that families are often constructed based on reproductive, religious, cultural, emotional and financial needs.  Is it fair to deem one type of family superior to another? Why? Why not? Think about it. 
Policymakers have recently faced this challenge when addressing LGBT family issues.  Same sex marriage is on the agenda of several elected officials.  Although several states have adopted marriage laws legalizing same sex unions, others are anti-same sex matrimonial ceremonies. 
 
This week’s Assignment in Course Materials: 
1. Read the two articles on LGBT Families and End of Life Care in Course Materials under the Week 7 folder. Write a 400-600 word paper discussing the following, in ESSAY format.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
a. What are some of the struggles LGBT families face in their everyday life? 
b. What are the challenges end of life LGBT individuals face? 
c. How can social change occur to address these issues? 
d. Cite one example from each of the articles and discuss your personal opinion about these two issues and how they should be addressed by policymakers, employers and other forms of institutions.   

2. ****Interactive Discussion****  Initial paper due by 3/12/19 at 11:59pm.  Response to classmate’s post is due 3/15/19 by 11am.   


 
