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Social imagination is a concept coined up by an American sociologist, wright mills, in 1959. According to Fuist (2021), social imagination uses imaginative thought to understand the relationship between personal problems and societal issues. Social imagination allows sociologists to understand the interconnectedness of biography and history. According to mills, neither the life of an individual nor the happenings of the society can be understood without understanding both. Personal issues are personal problems experienced personally due to an individual's character and his relationship with other people. Mills further emphasizes that individuals have a degree of control over issues that lie within their issue category. Social issues lie beyond one's control since they pertain to matters deeply rooted in the society rather than the individual. For instance, when students join college life, they are ill-prepared to cope with college life since society does not prepare them well in secondary school life.
The use of social imagination is the basic unit of understanding contemporary issues in society.  According to Giddens (2020), contemporary issue refers to ethical and social issues which influence the way of life in the society but at the same time face opposition from the larger society. Such contemporary issues may include abortion, world poverty, capital punishment, drug legalization, gun rights, among others. This research focuses on gun rights as a topic of discussion. The use of critical perspective in sociology is best suited to analyze the contemporary issue of gun rights and gun control. The reason is that the essential use of perspective digs beneath the surface of social issues and unearth the assumptions that keep people from understanding the logic behind the full and true meaning of issues in society.
 
 
The issue of gun rights in the united states can be traced back to the Second Amendment when the framers of the USA constitution gave rights to private citizens to bear and keep firearms. Gun rights go beyond personal control and can be addressed as a contemporary issue within society (Giddens,2020). The gun-rights case fits in the category of the contemporary problems since it meets opposition from the community. While few citizens still think that gun possession is a right since it is embraced in the constitution, many human rights and politicians have taken it upon themselves to advocate for change in the second amendment. The cons of gun possession far much outweigh the pros. For instance, guns have illegally been used to settle minor personal differences in society, resulting in death. The protagonists advocating for abolishing gun rights feel that doing away with gun possession among private citizens would reduce crime rates and social injustices. In the USA, for instance, guns have been used to violate the rights of people of color discriminatively.
The assassination of John F Kennedy in 1963 was a clear indication that there was a need to review gun rights in the USA constitution. Kennedy's death increased awareness among Americans on the need to review gun rights(Mathiason,2019). However, the issue of gun rights remains unresolved since society has taken sides on the matter. Political alienations are the main reason why the issue has never been resolved. Until 1968, small guns and rifles were still sold over the counter in the USA.
President Barack Obama, one of the key gun control advocates, insisted that more laws against gun possession need to be put in place for the sake of public safety. Due to the unresolved issue, there have been calls for common sense in gun control, such as
 
universal background check-ups and the bun of high-capacity magazines. However, many high-capacity magazines find their way into the hands of criminals despite the common-sense gun control measures. Although the background checking looks appealing, it has been written in a comprehensive manner such that it leaves many loopholes for the guns to get in the hands of criminals (Castillo-Carniglia et al., 2019). Despite the public outcry on the violation of the citizens’ rights due to gun violence, the magazine ban efforts are acts of futility since their supply is enormous. Presently, magazines of around 20 to 30 rounds are common among law-abiding citizens since they are mostly preferred for Self Defence.
 For more than 25 years, advocates against gun possession have been pushing for the ban of magazines with more than 20 rounds(Castillo-Carniglia,2019). However, the proposal has since remained a political gimmick since the Senate has declined to sign it into law, citing that it has an insignificant impact on the whole issue of gun control. While pushing for the magazine's ban, president Barack Obama presented Great Britain and Australia model to the USA congress, where weapons were confiscated in the two countries leading to a reduction in the crime rate (Kirk et al., 2019). However, Obama’s presentation did not see the light of the day in the Senate since it was overwhelmingly opposed. Those against it stated that any attempt to confiscate the weapons would be catastrophic.
On June 17, 2015, gun violence occurred at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in South Carolina.  The shooting increased political temperature in the country, with President Obama blaming the Senate for implementing the gun -control proposals. The blame by president Obama arose the political climates in the united states with the citizens taking sides depending on their political alienations.
 
Gun violence has both political, economic, and cultural implications. On average, about 40000 deaths in the united states result from gun violence (Follman,2018). Gun violence costs the nation about $280 billion. The $280 billion expense includes all the costs from the time of violence, treatment costs, mental and physical healthcare, and criminal justice costs. According to Follman (2018), the cost implication of gun violence is a burden to all the citizens whether they own a gun or not. Gun violence in the 50 USA states translates to a substantial economic burden. However, those states with stricter rules against gun violence experience less financial burden.
Step 2
Gun violence in the USA is a never-ending story of tragedy, mass shootings, and constant social problems. From Sundy Hooks elementary shooting, many lives have been lost to gun violence. The second amendment gave the people the right to bear and own guns, but unfortunately, many people have abused the privilege. The advocates against gun rights question how many lives can be lost due to gun violence.
 The conflict theory on gun violence presents an ending debate on how gun violence can be controlled because every individual has their own opinion on who should possess a firearm(Khanna,2017). The conflict theory on gun violence offers variant causes of gun violence ranging from mental illness to personal issues. However, the advocates against gun violence argue that there is more to the gun than mental illness. Incidences such as robbery and drugs cause gun violence also. Gun violence presents a conflict of interest since each owns a different theory about gun violence. Some argue that gun violence is a developmental issue since no one can predict who would use the guns for violent acts.
 
The conflict theory by Karl max purports that society will always conflict due to the resources available or due to the laws formulated by men. The issue of gun violence can well be explained using the conflict theory since different people hold diverse views on the matter since it is already available in the American constitution. According to Karl Max, there is always an instinct towards any human conflict. The contemporary issue of gun violence is a never-ending issue on American soil.  The fact that gun rights are enshrined in the constitution presents a debatable ground for both those against and those who support the status quo.
Gun rights exist in the aforementioned theory because it presents a sense of conflict. The conflict looks far from over since the Americans have taken sides on the matter depending on political affiliations. According to Karl Max, the conflict theory attempts to explain why issues are the way they are in society and the possible root causes.
The issue of gun violence cannot be entirely explained using the conflict theory alone.  The following are shortcomings of the conflict theory.
Negative view of the society
The conflict theory focuses on the negative side of society and affirms negativity as normal behavior. According to conflict theory, gun violence is the normal way of life since the community is supposed to conflict for it to remain balanced. The theory further affirms that the elite in society are tasked with maintaining social order since they have dominance. On the issue of gun violence, the conflict theory does not offer a solution but just supports conflicts as the normal way of life.
Integration obstacles.
According to Nicolini (2017), the conflict theory is limited to certain environments. incorporating the conflict theory in home environments may prove difficult.
 Irony
 The conflict theory suggests that the divisions in the society are aimed between social struggle is aimed at the stronger group dominating the weaker ones in the society. The irony in the foundation of the theory is that even among the weak in society, the struggle still exists. Integrating the conflict theory in gun violence will pose some limitations since gun violence has more in it than a power struggle.
The use of conflict theory cannot fully address gun rights due to the following reasons. First, then there is little research on the theory, and most of the conclusions are assumptions. For instance, the second amendment, which resulted in the divided attention on gun violence, cannot be fully addressed by conflict theory. The reason is that the conflict theory focuses on a phenomenon that results from the difference in social class, which is not the case with the second amendment.
Stage 3
No other developed country in the world has such higher cases of gun violence than the USA(Lopez,2017).  The American journal of medicine established that Americans are 25 times likely to die from gun violence than other people in wealthy countries. The application of common-sense solutions, as stated below, would significantly reduce gun violence. While proposing changes to curb gun violence, it makes sense to appreciate that guns are not vanishing soon from American citizens since it is a constitutional right. The following are some of the solutions.
Passing laws that aim at reducing gun violence.
According to research by JAMA internal medicine, strong firearm state laws such as background check-ups before issuing a gun should be made more rigorous. Restrictions on multiple purchases should also be affirmed to ensure an individual won't purchase more than one gun. The Senate can also pass laws that bar citizens who are risky from buying fire guns.
 Investing in smart gun technology.
In 2013, president Barack Obama suggested that there is a need to develop smart guns. In the idea, the president proposed that the country should engage in developing smart guns which can be unlocked through fingerprints, just like mobile phone technology. Smart gun technology would prevent criminals from accessing guns illegally and also prevent accidental shootings.
Ending legal immunity for gun manufactures
[bookmark: _GoBack]The federal law gives companies associated with gun production immunity. The 2015 act by the Senate preventing gun manufacturing companies from civil claims due to gun violence gave such firms protection from public scrutiny. Advocates against gun rights argue that holding manufacturers responsible for their products would lower gun violence.
However, from the above proposed changes, several challenges may arise. First, holding the manufacturers accountable would be a big challenge since their immunity is enshrined in the constitution. It would require the Senate to reverse the 2015 act to hold the manufacturers accountable. Investing in smart gun technology would require the formulation of laws to support the process, which financial implications would accompany. The passing of laws preventing gun violence involves the intervention of the Senate. However, passing such laws would be difficult because the gun violence debate always takes political direction.
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