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Nursing Career Development
I am a registered nurse currently working on a med surge floor. I love the job I do every day, and thus I am happy and satisfied with the job. I do not need to change anything or introduce something new as I handle my daily duties. The only thing I dislike about my job is;
I. Low payments on the nurses 
II. The nurse-to-patient ratio is so high I have to work extra hours to meet all patients. The ratio is one nurse to ten patients. The ratio is almost double the required standard ratio of nurse to patient ratio. 
Being a nurse gives passion and purpose for life and is fully engaged in providing medical services to patients. Being engaged in nursing enables my career development. This is termed as career success. A career can be said to be successful if one can achieve all his or her objectives within the set timelines. The person should be able to build his/her brand within the career and bring satisfaction to the practitioner. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nursing entails various skills that enable the practitioner to succeed. These skills may include;
I. Great leadership skills, 
II. Communication skills, 
III. Core competencies, 
IV. Exhibiting patience when under pressure
V. Analytical skills. 
Communication skills will enable easy navigation of language barriers between the nurse and the patients. This ensures the breakdown of complex medical terms for the benefit of the patients. Leadership skills enable nurses to make relevant decisions concerning patients, colleagues, and family members. This boosts confidence in nurses. 
A nurse also should possess core skills that include quality, ethics, independent practices, information technology literacy, and scientific foundations. Technology literacy enables the practitioner to demonstrate problematic practices and develop clinical information systems that promote quality, safety, and cost-effectiveness. 
Outstanding leadership skills enable nurses to be professional when carrying their duties and interacting with fellow nurses. Leadership skills also mean the practitioner can ask for help or opinion from colleagues and take charge whenever cases and occasion arise.
Patience is essential in any profession, and thus nurses should be calm when they are tasked with difficult situations or questions. This enables them to respond appropriately to solve the problems or when answering questions. This ensures quality services. 
All patents possess different attributes, and thus their situations are different. As such, nurses should critically analyze every patient and situation differently compared to their nature and needs. This enables the nurses to adjust effectively to all situations and ensure quality services. 
My short-term goal is to complete the current course. My long-term goal is to become a nurse practitioner, which will entail;
I. Advancing my education and acquire a degree in nursing 
II. Becoming a specialist in nursing 
III. Obtaining professional certification as a nurse practitioner 
IV. Obtaining a management position that will increase my chances to develop my career. 
V. Providing nursing services in rural areas. 
This is shared will family members as they are crucial to my success. 
Career development entails many aspects that include networking, acquiring new skills, and experience. Being a newly registered nurse, an act that has granted certification as a nurse, I will join a residence nurse program that will ensure I meet with other nurses and discuss the nursing career and the challenges that affect practicing nurses. This will equip me with better skills in nursing. In addition, it will ensure better networking. One of my primary goals is to acquire a degree in nursing. As such, I intend to go back to study further and broaden my career options. This will make me an expert in nursing that will ensure I meet my goal of becoming a specialist nurse. This is achievable within a timeline of five years.   

