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“I Have a Dream” vs “The Ballot or the Bullet”
In the fight for freedom and democracy in America, a group of activists led the blacks, especially the Negros, to express their motives towards the whites. Speeches could be delivered at platforms that consisted of both the whites and blacks. "I Have a Dream” is a public speech that was addressed to the Americans by Martin Luther King JR. in 1963 on Washington for Jobs and freedom. “The Ballot or the Bullet” is another speech that was addressed to Americans in 1964 by Malcolm X to create freedom for the blacks. This paper aim at evaluating the speeches “I Have a Dream” vs “The Ballot or the Bullet,” carefully examining the similarities and differences and stating which speech is superior and the rationale behind that.
[bookmark: _GoBack] One of the similarities between the speeches manifests in their structure. The two speeches are structured on a high rhetorical level and a high level of language to deliver a political and social message. The reason behind this is because both Luther and Malcolm used these difficult words to show the whites they were capable.  The Negros feel they can also rule America as Whites. The two speeches are full of imagery and metaphors in representing the issues faced by Blacks. For instance, in the speech "I Have a Dream," there is imagery "let us not seek to satisfy our thirst, by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred” (King, 1999). In the speech “The Ballot or the Bullet,” imagery is also seen, “the 22 million victims are waking up” (Malcolm, 1964).  
Furthermore, the human rights activists speak on how the blacks have failed by electing the whites to rule them. Both speeches create the aspect of equality between the Whites and the Blacks in leadership. Luther talks of having a dream, in which the children of Blacks and Whites will one day sit together while Malcolm talks of a young upcoming generation of Negros. They both have the feeling for the upcoming generation having equality in leadership and equality for their rights. 
Despite their similarities, the two speeches are similar in number of differences between the two speeches. One of the differences in the approach they use to call for action. Malcolm's speech indicates how the whites annoy Blacks.  His speech uses strong words such as the ballot or a bullet to create change in America. "It's got to be the ballot or the bullet; If you're afraid to use an expression like that, you should get on out of the country; you should get back in the cotton patch; you should get back in the alley" (Malcolm, 1964). Different from Malcolm, Luther talks of seeing a dream that is going to create a new America. In calling for action, his words are polite, unlike those of Malcolm. His speech if full of metaphors and imagery. He does not attack the White directly. He employs the use of polite phrases that are full of meaning. For instance, “I have a dream... I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low” (King, 1999).
Another difference that exists between the two speeches is the tone being used. Martin Luther is the speaker in the speech, "I Have a Dream," in which he intends to address the whole society. He does not target only those at the meeting. In the speech by Malcolm, directly address those at the meeting. For example, he frequently employs the use of the word "you," for which he is referring to the ones in the meeting. "Don't let anybody tell you anything about the odds are against you" (Malcolm, 1964).
In my own perspective, the speech delivered by Malcolm X is more effective than the one delivered by King Luther. The Ballot or a Bullet is a speech that shows Whites were oppressing the Negros, and they needed a change by the use of force. Talking of having a dream could only impact less to the Whites and then continue oppressing the Blacks. The speech by Malcolm could create courage among the whites and even engage in war to obtain freedom.
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