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Be sure to include ALL pages of this project (including the directions and the assignment) when you send the project to your teacher for grading. Don’t forget to put your name and I.D. number at the top of this page!
This project will count for 12% of your overall grade for this course. Be sure to read all the instructions and assemble all the necessary materials before you begin. For this project, you must complete BOTH Part A and Part B. 
Part A: Essay
Write a 600 word (two typed, double-spaced pages) essay in which you answer this question. Type your essay in the space provided at the end of this project document (scroll down).
Analyze how ONE of these factors contributed to the Great Depression. How did this event cause economic hardship, and what effects did it have? In addition to your textbook and course materials, you must use ONE other scholarly resource. 
· the stock market crash of 1929
· the Smoot-Hawley Tariff
· the farm crisis and the Dust Bowl

Use the traditional essay format. 
· Begin with an introductory paragraph in which you briefly summarize your topic. In one or a few sentences, express a thesis, or point of view. Your thesis will be a personal response to the question you are answering. (Do not say “I think” in your thesis; state it as a fact.) 
· Body paragraphs will make up the bulk of your essay. Use the body paragraphs to support and defend your thesis. Remember that each body paragraph should include a topic sentence. Other sentences in the paragraph should relate to the topic sentence.
· Finish your essay with a concluding paragraph. Summarize what you have said in the essay and boldly recap your ideas. Do NOT simply restate your thesis.
· Use a scholarly source to provide information. Cite ideas and facts from your source using the Chicago Manual of Style. In your paper, place an endnote (superscript number) after information you got from your source. You may use several endnotes. Also, note any direct quotations from your textbook. List your citations at the end of your paper. This website provides examples, and most libraries have the Chicago Manual of Style. https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/purdue_owl.html 
If you use an online source, make sure it is reliable. AVOID social media such as Facebook and Twitter, as well as informal chatrooms and discussion groups. To find a trustworthy source, ask yourself:
· Who maintains this site?
· What is the purpose or goal of this site?
· Does the information on the site match what my textbook says? 
In finding an online source, it will be helpful do lateral reading—take a moment to research a possible source. Do an online search about the source and see what other people say about it. (Wikipedia may be helpful in identifying sources but do not use it for your paper.) Use an educational website—one maintained by a school, museum, professional study guide, encyclopedia, etc.
There are fifty points possible for Part A. Your essay will be graded according to these guidelines. You should:
· Provide a clear thesis statement about the effects of this event. (10 points possible)
· Summarize what happened in the event. (8 points possible)
· Describe the immediate effects of the event. (8 points possible)
· Discuss the long-term effects of the event, explaining how it caused or worsened the Great Depression. (8 points possible)
· Use your outside source to provide information and cite your source correctly. (8 points possible)
· Make sure your essay follows the proper format and is free of errors in spelling and grammar. (8 points possible)

Part B: Analysis
Choose ONE of these options. Type your paper in the space provided at the end of this project document (scroll down).
Option 1:
Imagine that you lived during World War II, and that you were ONE of these people:
· a woman working in a war production factory
· a member of the Bracero program doing farm labor
· a member of the WAACs or WAVEs
· a member of the military serving in combat in a particular battle (you may choose the battle; note which one it is, as well as the branch of the service—Army, Navy, or Marine Corps.)
Write a 600 word (two typed, double-spaced pages) account of your experience. Summarize the situation accurately and explain how your role contributed to the war effort. In addition to your textbook and course materials, you must use ONE other scholarly resource. (See the resource guidelines in Part A.)
There are fifty points possible for this option. Your paper will be graded according to these guidelines. You should:
· Describe your situation accurately (based on your course materials and outside source). (10 points possible)
· Explain what your role contributed to the war effort. (10 points possible)
· Summarize how your role affected the outcome of the war. (10 points possible)
· Discuss how the war affected your life. (You may be creative, but you should show a basic understanding of the war’s effects on society.) (10 points possible)
· Use your outside source to provide information. (Cite the source correctly—refer to the guidelines in Part A.) (10 points possible)

Option 2:
Write a 600 word (two typed, double-spaced pages) essay in which you compare the freedoms President Franklin D. Roosevelt discussed in his Four Freedoms Speech to the American Bill of Rights. (Refer to pages 782 and R21–R23 in your textbook.) Does the Bill of Rights provide for Roosevelt’s four freedoms? Why or why not?
There are fifty points possible for this option. Your paper will be graded according to these guidelines. You should:
· Present a clear thesis about whether the Bill of Rights provides for Roosevelt’s freedoms. (10 points possible)
· Discuss each of the four freedoms, noting how it is (or is not) covered in the Bill of Rights. (40 points possible—10 for each freedom) 

Project Submission
Type your answers in the space provided on the next page. To submit your project, save your file under the name:
SSTH034061_YourNameHere_Project2

Check the Project 2 page in your online course for detailed instructions about submitting your project. 


[Begin Part A here.]
The Stock Crash of 1929-connections to the Great Depression
While the great depression and the stock market crash of 1929 might be different events, they are intricately linked. The most significant economic depression in the 1930s is arguably the worst recorded financial crisis in the world. The depression, caused by several factors in the 1920s, gained worldwide recognition after the stock market crash of 1929 and lasted until the end of the 1930s. The great depression started in America on September 4th, 1929, after the drastic fall of stock prices in the American stock market. That fateful day has been popularized as the "Black Thursday" by modern economic scholars and economists. The single event of the stock crash, without a doubt, had impacts on the world economy, paving the way for the great depression and had both short and long-term effects on the USA's and global economic landscape.
In America's history, economic depressions and crises seem to follow an apparent pattern; financial crises are preceded by unwise federal economic policies (Romer, 2003. p 4). In the summer of 1929, the output of the USA was steeply declining, occasioned by the tightening of US fiscal policies driven by the goal to cut back the speculations on the stock market. While the 1920s had been generally a robust economic era, the stock prices had generally risen by more than four times, rising from a low season in 1921 and peaking at 1929. In 1929, the Federal Reserve increased the interest rates of stock to cap the steadily rising share prices. The high interests had a ripple effect on America's economy. These high rates lead to cutting back on spending in sectors that were sensitive to stock interests, including construction and purchase of automobiles, which consequently led to a decline in production levels. 
By Fall 1929, the prices at the US stock market had reached levels that could not predict future stock prices. The new stock market prices occasioned several minor market changes that led to a steady decline in the stock prices. By October 1929, investors and stock traders had lost stock trading confidence which paved the way for the market breakdown.  On October 24th, 1928, the "Black Thursday," traders began selling their shares out of panic. It is worth noting that many stockbrokers and traders had bought shares using loans secured by a small portion of their stock. As a result, many traders had to liquidate their property with depreciating prices, further accelerating the stock price plunge. 
The stock market crash had a ripple effect on America's economy. The impact of this single event was felt immediately. After the crash, America's average demand for goods and services declined substantially. The crash had generated uncertainties, and as such, Americans were apprehensive about spending their money (Romer, 2003. p 4). As a result, the purchase of long-term goods and business investments sharply declined as the people felt poorer and lacking financial power. With the decline in private and corporate spending, the country's economic productivity, which had been on a downward trajectory, fell drastically from 1929 up to the 1930s. Many businesses and organizations were also seriously affected by the stock market crash. During the 1920s, it was commonplace for companies and corporations to invest heavily in the stock market; consequently, these businesses were left in peril after the crash. Businesses were rendered broken by the crash, leaving them unable to pay their employees (Maury, 2001. p 10). Banks and financial institutions that had invested their customers' money in the stock market were seriously affected. Many such banks were ruined, and people life's savings were lost.
In conclusion, the event of the stock crash was the forerunner of the great depression as it occasioned a steady decline of the market over several years. Moreover, the stock crash led to an overall effect; even people who had not invested directly in the stock market were rendered jobless and broke. Thus, what had begun as an isolated market failure in one sector, the environment had far-reaching effects, leading to a ruin of America's economy, which further occasioned a global economic collapse. However, the great economic depression gave the world a critical financial lesson; that poor government economic policies can lead to far-reaching effects, hence the need for prudent economic policies and laws. 
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[Begin Part B here.]
Women in the Second World War
War, whether justified or not, will always be a bad thing. At this time of the second world war, countless lives have been lost, both military and civilian, families broken up, and economies shattered. Everyone has felt the negative effect of the war. When the war broke out last year, men and young boys were enthusiastic about getting drafted and sailing away in army ships to fight in distant lands. Unfortunately, it appears that many men did not fully appreciate the full extent of the damages of the war and that some of them might never return to their homes and lives. Before the 1940s, the war era, I was stuck home, expected to do the "homely" things and duties expected of women. My days were dull and ran into each other. With no viable revenue-generating skills, I had to depend on my husband for my livelihood and sustenance.
While the war has had adverse effects on all aspects of life, it has had one advantage. In the past, we, women, have been considered second-rate citizens with no rights and not employed to work. However, the war has ushered in the era of Rosie the Riveter. Rosie has been the embodiment of women's liberation and has been the face of the working woman (McDermott, 2018. np). Society has recently realized that men alone will not win the war and that women have to step up to help America's war cause. Women have realized that it is their patriotic duty to leave their traditional roles and help our great nation at this time of war. Women have left their homes, rolled up their sleeves, and entered the workforce. Women have learned skills designated "manly" and have stepped in to fill the void left by the men who have gone off to war. Now, there are female drivers, engineers, mechanics, pilots, machine operators, and doctors. Notably, the war has given women the much-needed opportunity to become self-sufficient, productive, and a new identity other than being the “damsels in distress.”
Women haven't been actively drafted into the army; however, we have been encouraged to join America's war efforts. The famous motto "free a man up to fight" has essentially been motivating women to take up jobs that have been reserved for men. Most women who have joined the war efforts have taken up jobs such as typing, faxing, office work, and dispatching letters. Other women have taken up non-conventional jobs such as intelligence decoders, switch room operators, and drivers. Some women have also joined the army as nurses and medical practitioners. 
While some of my sisters actively participate in the war fronts, some of us have taken up jobs at the local war production factory. Despite not having any essential skills or experience in the industrial sector, I have learned much these past few months. I work in the ammunition production department of the factory. My life has considerably changed. I can't believe that, a few months ago, my biggest job was to make sure my husband came home to a warm pumpkin pie and to ensure my children's clothes were washed and pressed. As an ammunition department worker, I am responsible for operating the machinery that presses raw copper into thin sheets; I am a part of a team of influential and result-oriented women. In our small way, we are part of a large team of women working behind the scenes to ensure that America maintains the upper hand in the various fighting areas. 
In as much as we are patriotic to our nation, several changes have occurred. There have been increased concerns and outcries among women workers for equal remuneration and wages. We have decried the negligible pay we are receiving; only 53% of what our male colleagues are earning. Our lives have significantly changed. We have grown from homemakers to working career women, agitating for equal pay and compensation. Our sisters working at the Rolls-Royce company have recently gone on a week-long strike to demand equal pay and have even formed a workers’ union (. While the war is entering its home stretch, the future is uncertain. What will happen when the men return home and demand their old jobs back? Will we be expected to go back to being "damsels in distress" and housewives? These questions notwithstanding, these are pretty exciting times, and I can't wait to see what post-war America will look like. 
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