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Project 2
Evaluation 32
American Government 2: National Level
SSTH 038 059
Be sure to include ALL pages of this project (including the directions and the assignment) when you send the project to your teacher for grading. Don’t forget to put your name and I.D. number at the top of this page!
Choose ONE of the following options. This project is worth 100 points. It will count for 11% of your overall grade for this course. Be sure to read all the instructions and assemble all the necessary materials before you begin. 
Option A: Executive Orders
You know that the ordinance power allows the president of the United States to issue executive orders—directives that have the force of a law. Using the White House’s website or another source (https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/) find an executive order that you think is important. You may support or oppose the measure.

Write a 600-word (two double-spaced pages) essay in which you:
· Discuss the provisions of the executive order. (Be sure to note its title and number.)

· Explain the issue the executive order addresses.

· Evaluate how the executive order has affected or will affect the United States.

· Offer an opinion about whether you agree or disagree with the executive order. 

· Use at least two sources other than your course materials in your analysis of the executive order.
Because you will be using sources other than your textbook, you will need to include a list of references with your essay.  Refer to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, which may be accessed online or in many libraries. Your paper should be free of spelling, punctuation, and typing errors.

If you do this option, type your essay in the space at the end of this document (scroll down).
Option B: Foreign Relations
You know that the president of the United States is the country’s chief diplomat and commander in chief of the country’s armed forces. Choose an issue in American foreign policy since 1945 and evaluate the president’s handling of it. 

In your project, you should:
· Explain the issue.
· Describe how the president handled the issue.

· Evaluate the impact of the president’s policy on the United States.

· Analyze the impact of the president’s policy on other countries.

· Consider the position that a supranational organization (United Nations, World Bank, NATO, etc.) took on the issue. 
· Use at least two sources other than your course materials.

Because you will be using sources other than your textbook, you will need to include a list of references with your project.  Refer to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, which may be accessed online or in many libraries. 

You may submit your project as an essay (600 words / 2 double-spaced pages plus references) OR a Power Point presentation (at least 12 slides plus references). Your project should be free from spelling, typing, and punctuation errors. If you do the Power Point, all graphics and images must relate directly to your topic. Be sure to cite any images you use in your bibliography.
If you write an essay, type it in the space provided at the end of this document (scroll down). If you do a Power Point presentation, save it on your desktop.
To submit the project, save this project assignment document. Use the course number, your name, and the project number in your file’s title:

SSTH038059_ABStudent_Project2.doc

Go to your course management system to upload your project file.

GRADING RUBRIC FOR OPTION A
	Category
	Excellent
	Good
	Fair
	Poor

	
	
	
	
	

	Discuss the provisions of the executive order. (20 points possible)


	Student provides a clear and accurate summary of the executive order. The student shows a real understanding and is able to describe the order in his/her own words.
	Student provides a clear summary of the executive order, but it is not as detailed as an excellent answer. 
	Student provides a general summary of the executive order.
	Student shows little understanding of the executive order or simply repeats the text of the order.

	Explain the issue the executive order addresses. (20 points possible)


	Student summarizes the historic context in which the executive order was made and notes the laws or treaties relating to the executive order. 
	 Student summarizes the historic context in which the executive order was made but does not note as many details as an excellent answer.
	Student provides a general summary of why the order was issued.
	Student shows little understanding of why the order was issued.

	Evaluate how the executive order has affected or will affect the United States. (20 points possible)
	Student notes how the executive order will affect the United States, considering both short-term and long-term consequences. Political, economic, and social matters (and foreign relations if applicable) are considered.
	Student provides a clear discussion of the order’s results but does not go into as much depth as an excellent answer.
	Student provides a general summary of what the order will do.
	Student shows little understanding of what the order will do.

	Offer an opinion about whether you agree or disagree with the executive order. (20 points possible)
	Student offers a clear opinion about whether the order’s impact will be positive or negative. The student’s opinion is logical and supported by evidence, but opposing views are considered.
	Student offers a clear opinion about whether the order’s impact will be positive or negative, but little mention is made of opposing arguments.
	Student offers a general opinion about whether the order is positive or negative.
	Student does not offer a clear opinion about the order or the student’s opinion does not follow logically from evidence presented. 

	Use at least two sources other than your course materials in your analysis of the executive order. (20 points possible)

 
	Two scholarly sources (books, newspapers, journal articles, news websites) are used. Sources are used to explain the order and its historic context and impact. Sources are cited properly in APA style, and a bibliography is included.
	Two scholarly sources (books, newspapers, journal articles, news websites) are used, but less evidence is taken from them than in an excellent answer. Sources are cited properly in APA style, and a bibliography is included.
	The student mentions two scholarly sources that relate to the executive order, but sources are not central to discussion. Sources are cited properly in APA style, and a bibliography is included.
	Only one or no outside sources are used, or sources aren’t cited.


GRADING RUBRIC FOR OPTION B

	Category
	Excellent
	Good
	Fair
	Poor

	
	
	
	
	

	Explain the issue. (15 points)


	Student describes the historic context of the foreign policy issue, clearly explaining how it affected the United States and the other countries involved.
	Student provides a clear summary of the foreign policy issue but only concentrates on how the issue affected the United States.
	Student provides a general summary of the foreign policy issue.
	Student provides little understanding of the issue the project is discussing.

	Describe how the president handled the issue. 
(15 points)


	Student provides a clear account of what the president did in regard to this issue.
	Student provides a clear account of what the president did in regard to this issue, but the answer is not as detailed as an excellent answer. 
	Student provides a general summary of how the president handled the situation.
	Student shows little understanding of what the president did in this situation.

	Evaluate the impact of the president’s policy on the United States. 
(20 points)
	Student provides a clear account of how the president’s handling of the matter affected the United States and expresses an opinion about the president’s policy. The student’s opinion follows logically from evidence cited.
	Student provides a clear account of how the president’s handling of the matter affected the United States but does not offer a personal opinion about whether the policy was positive or negative.
	Student provides a general summary of how the president’s policy affected the United States. 
	Student shows little understanding of how the president’s policy affected the United States. 

	Analyze the impact of the president’s policy on other countries. 

(20 points)
	Student provides a clear account of how the president’s handling of the matter affected other countries and expresses an opinion about the president’s policy. The student’s opinion follows logically from evidence cited.
	Student provides a clear account of how the president’s handling of the matter affected other countries but does not offer a personal opinion about whether the policy was positive or negative.
	Student provides a general summary of how the president’s policy affected other countries.
	Student shows little understanding of how the president’s policy affected other countries.

	Consider the position that a supranational organization (United Nations, World Bank, NATO, etc.) took on the issue. 
(15 points)
	Student explains the position of the United Nations (and other supranational organizations if they apply) on the issue. Student will compare the president’s policy to the position of the supranational organization(s) and evaluate how the president’s handling of the matter affected relations between the United States and the supranational organization(s).
	Student clearly explains the position of the United Nations (and other supranational organizations if they apply) on the issue.
	Student summarizes the position of the United Nations (and other supranational organizations if they apply) on the issue. Explanation is general and lacking in details. 
	Student says little or nothing about the position of any supranational organizations on this matter.

	Use at least two sources other than your course materials. 

(15 points)
	Two scholarly sources (books, newspapers, journal articles, news websites) are used. Sources are used to explain the president’s foreign policy and its impact on the United States and other countries. Evidence from these sources is used to support opinions. Sources are cited properly in APA style, and a bibliography is included.
	Two scholarly sources (books, newspapers, journal articles, news websites) are used. Sources are used to explain the president’s foreign policy and its impact on the United States and other countries. Sources are cited properly in APA style, and a bibliography is included.
	The student mentions two scholarly sources that relate to the executive order, but sources are not central to discussion. Sources are cited properly in APA style, and a bibliography is included.
	Only one or no outside sources are used, or sources aren’t cited.


[If you write an essay, type it here.]
[If you use the Dropbox, paste your URL here.]
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