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Status of US Healthcare Insurance
Surprisingly, the US is the only modernized nation in the Western hemisphere that doesn't offer its citizens publicly funded health care (Ridic, & Suzanne, 2018). The American citizens privately purchase health insurance in the private marketplace, or the government provides it through certain groups. Several profit commercial insurance companies and non-profit insurers offer healthcare insurance services to approximately 70% of Americans. The government provides healthcare cover to 26% of Americans. Employment-related insurance covers approximately 61% of health insurance coverage. Nearly 26% of the US population covered is defined based on two types of public health insurance; Medicaid and Medicare. Medicare covers the aged and the disabled individuals (13%), and Medicaid covers certain economically disadvantaged groups, and it is administered by either state or federal government; it covers approximately 12% of the population. In as much as the government provides less insurance cover to its population, a considerable number of American citizens are insured. The new laws on insurance coverage introduced during President Obama's tenure resulted in a considerable increase in the insured. The Obamacare law (ACA) championed healthcare services for all put in place measures that attracted many to insured. According to him, healthcare was no longer a privilege to a few but a right to everyone. Since Obama left office in 2016, the number of uninsured has risen to 32.8 million from 28.2 million as a result of Trump's goodwill to strengthen the faults in the ACA (Oberlander, 2019). With the covid-19 pandemic continuing to terrorize the world both health-wise and economically, the number of Americans losing their health insurance is expected to grow.
Even though a lot of politics is attached to the provision of healthcare insurance in the US, insurance is helpful with regard to protection. The insurance protects an individual from high medical expenses in 3 ways. The insurance ensures that an individual enjoys reduced costs after his or her deductible are met. An individual is assured of an out-of-pocket maximum regardless of how much cover care one gets in a plan year, and lastly, there are no lifetime limits. As such when one gets ill, he or she is not worried about getting treatment or how he will pay as many who are uninsured always feel. Having a health insurance cover is thus fundamental especially in today’s world where the fluctuation of the economy unpredictable.
Patients with no health insurance coverage affect insured patients, providers, and administration of healthcare services across the country in several ways. To the insured patients, uninsured patients may trigger the healthcare facility to increase their insurance premiums and how much an insured individual is to pay for hospitalization. The rising number of uninsured people is causing many worry and jitters among the insured flock. With the huge number, the uninsured can easily dictate prices. Since they are usually charged more than the insured patients, it may result in healthcare facilities rising their charges for service rendered. Such treatment, especially in government hospitals, may influence an insured patient to drop the insurance cover and become uninsured. To healthcare providers' providers, the increase in uninsured patients may result in negligence and absconding of duty (Mehta et al., 2019). Everyone is always after, and thus if the uninsured patient with good money and wants treatment, the provider may opt to sideline the insured patient who doesn't have quick money. The providers may start being lazy when treating the insured patients; they will be giving the uninsured patients much attention compared to their insured counterparts. The providers may also incur billions in the cost of uncompensated care for uninsured patients. To the provision of healthcare services, uninsured patients may still have the upper hand. Many government healthcare facilities are usually in financial crisis every time due to the untimely release of funds by the state of the federal government. As such, when uninsured patients approach them, much attention is normally given to such patients since the money they pay may help the facility solve some financial problems while awaiting government funds.
The Obama administration did well in enacting a law that seeks to encourage people to get healthcare insurance coverage. Many people were insured, but today they dropped the cover due to several reasons. There is a dire need for the government to react to the falling number. It should ensure that insurance companies do not exploit their clients. The service they provide shouldn't be profit-driven; the focus should be on quality. To increase quantity, there is a need for insurance companies to strike a balance between the shareholders and patients. Outrageous profit shouldn't be their focus; affordability is what they should focus upon. Millions of Americans are uninsured, and thus, through affordable and quality service, insurance companies may attract many. An increase in subscribers translates to an increase in profit without any compromising. Also, the spectrum of coverage should be widened enough to accommodate several chronic diseases, thereby increasing the insured's quantity. The new laws should also be introduced to gag the insurance companies against engaging in immoral acts such as only insuring people with no preexisting condition.
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