STEPS & RESOURCES: Scientific Journal Article Critique
Follow these steps and see the attached handouts for assistance with writing your Scientific Journal Article Critique.
	STEP 1: Read the 'Student Instructions' document and 'Grading Rubric'.
	This attached file provides requirements/guidelines for the Scientific Journal Article Critique.
Student Instructions (PDF) [image: Click for more options]
See this file for how your paper will be evaluated. 
Grading Rubric (PDF) [image: Click for more options]

	STEP 2: Pick a topic.
	The topic must be related to Psychology. Try to choose something that interests you or pertains to your life. You can skim the textbook for topics. Attached is a topic list as well that you may get ideas from... 
Psychology Topics.pdf 

	STEP 3: Find a scientific journal article.
	Find a scientific (peer-reviewed) journal article that is no more than 10 years old. The article must contain original research. Read these handouts for more help...
What is a Scientific Article (PDF) [image: Click for more options] and 
Finding Your Article.pdf
If you do not use a valid, scientific journal article, you will fail the assignment. If you are not sure whether your article is valid or not, contact a reference librarian and they will assist you.

	STEP 4: Read your article, noting important points.
	Read through your scientific article. You may not understand all the statistical jargon in the middle, but you should understand the beginning and end. Use these handouts to help you identify the important parts of the article...
Article Critique Outline.pdf and 
Reading Your Article.pdf 

	STEP 5: Write your first draft.
	Write your first draft...intro paragraph, main body, and conclusion...as stated in the 'Student Instructions' document above.
Make sure you use correct APA format when formatting your paper and citing your sources. Use these handouts for more help...
APA format (PDF) [image: Click for more options] and 
Citations & References.pdf
Your paper must contain citations. If there are no citations, you have plagiarized. See this handout for more information...
Plagiarism (PDF) [image: Click for more options]
If you would like to see a sample paper, see this handout...
Student Sample Paper.pdf
Also, use this checklist when writing your draft...
Paper Checklist.pdf

	STEP 6: Have a tutor or peer read your paper.
	It will help if you have others proof read your paper. Ask them to give you honest feedback on coherency, sentence structure, grammar, spelling, format, etc.

	STEP 7: Finalize your final draft.
	After reading your revised draft numerous times, correcting any errors, and comparing your paper to the student sample above, you will need to finalize your final draft of the paper. Make sure you add a cover page and a reference page in APA format.

	STEP 8: Submit your final paper.
	Before the deadline listed above and stated in the course calendar, you will need to submit/turn-in your final paper to the 'Bb Assignment' area below.
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