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According to Harper and Walton, the story of African-Americans from captivity to being full members of the American society is the most inspiring. These authors describe the status of African-Americans as members of the American society as an ever-evolving and complicated status. These authors illustrate this evolution by comparing two poems of African-Americans expressing themselves during years of slavery and 200 years later. By comparing slave-born Phillis Wheatley’s Plaintive classism poem that entails a prayer that sleep gives rest to the weary slaves, so that they can wake up strong and able for the next day’s work, to the jazz irony monologue by Elizabeth Alexander of the boxer, Muhammad Ali, Harper and Walton describe the African-American poetry as both a measure of the American scene evolution over the centuries and also that of the African-Americans themselves.
Harper and Walton add that given that America was the father of democracy, her treatment of African-Americans was both her greatest failure and might as well be her greatest success according to Richard Wright’s “The Negro.” Harper and Walton also fault the Constitution of America that was established by American forefathers, many who were slaveowners who ironically stated that they hold the truth that all men are equal. However, they explain that through Kevin Burke’s ‘power of the negative,’ the American society is always pushed towards this truth. These authors also add that Ralph Ellison wrote that the Negro American is part of the America heritage and thus black Americans continue to push the American society to live up to its ideals.
Richard Slotkin’s argues that Europeans who migrated to America, stole the identity of the natives and exerted cultural superiority due to their insecurity but this has formed the black American national identity. Ralph Ellison writes that in as much as the black culture has been mocked or identified as ‘ethnic’, it continues to shape American society by influencing music, dressing and even language. Harper and Walton also express that the African American identity and tradition and its troubled relationship with the mainstream is greatly depicted in the works and career of Sterling A. Brown.
These authors explain that Brown strove to show that the rural southern black Americans who had been dismissed by white Americans, including those who worked for social reform, had developed a system to help them cope with the harsh economic and social situations they found themselves in. In a bid to do so, Brown distilled African-American songs and speech and merged its rhythms with English form and rhetoric thus creating a whole new language that has been core in identity of the black Americans. This language allowed Brown to express the deepest of meanings and grievances.
Even with all these accomplishments, Brown has been the most overlooked black poet, receiving no awards for his excellent works. The dismissal of Brown’s work by white publishers, white critics and even black critics depicts the core problem of African American literary tradition, and the problem of colorism too. Harper and Walton explain that the reason for rejection of Brown’s work was because it was a mirror that reflected things about the American society and the country they had created, that no one wanted to accept.
Harper and Walton underscore the importance of language in United States as not only the tool of communication but also ‘the very stuff through which the nation is made.’ From the founding documents promise and betrayal that all men are equal to the three fifths compromise by white delegates, Harper and Walton say that such language used by Americans has dared come true. They explain that black Americans have pulled America from the evil nature of the three fifths and towards the promise of the founding documents in a bid to modify and expand America’s tongue beyond the first intentions.
From the Jazz of 1920’s to the beat of 1950’s, the politically torn 1960’sand 70’s, and the turbulent youth culture of today, the African Americans according to Harper and Walton, have developed such cultural strategies that have been used to voice discontent and hopes of a better tomorrow. Harper and Walton conclude that African American poetry, songs and culture are an integral part of the American society that seeks to keep the keep the search of perfect equality going on thus honoring those who have died fighting, encourage readers to keep on fighting and preserve the cultural heritage of African Americans for the future society. 
