Write a standard form syllogism using form 1, form 2, form 3, and form 4.  You will write one of the 4 syllogisms on clarity, one on purpose, one on accuracy, and one on critical thinking.  

Categorical Syllogisms
Kinds of Arguments: Deductive Argument•An argument is a connected series of statements, including at least one premise, intended to demonstrate that another statement, the conclusion, is true. •The process by which we reason in order to reach a conclusion is referred to as inference.•An inference is not an implication. •An inference is a conclusion reached based on supporting evidence and Critical Thinking which is clearly, purposefully, and accurately stated.•An implication is a conclusion based on something which is not explicitly stated.•A deductive argument is intended by the writer or speaker, but accomplished by them, to provide a guarantee of the truth of the conclusion provided that the argument’s premises are true. • An inductive argument  has  premises which are intended to provide such strong support for the conclusion that, if the premises are true, then it would be impossible for the conclusion to be false. (will discuss after discussion on Deductive Argument)

Deductive Argument: True Premises and Valid Logical Form=Sound Argument•A deductive argument must be true and valid.•A deductive argument which is true has premises that have true truth value.•A deductive argument which is valid has a logical form that would make it impossible for the premises to be true and the conclusion false.•If a valid argument has true premises, then the argument is said also to be sound. •All arguments are either valid or invalid, and either sound or unsound; there is no middle ground.Deductive Argument: True Premises and Valid Logical Form=Sound Argument•A deductive argument must be true and valid.•A deductive argument which is true has premises that have true truth value.•A deductive argument which is valid has a logical form that would make it impossible for the premises to be true and the conclusion false.•If a valid argument has true premises, then the argument is said also to be sound. •All arguments are either valid or invalid, and either sound or unsound; there is no middle ground.

Critical Thinking and Argumentation•To check your premises and conclusion demands the use of critical thinking when testing for validity and truth.•First, analyze and evaluate the argument for form/validity•Second, analyze and evaluate the premises for true truth value•Third, analyze and evaluate to be sure that the argument is valid and true.Note that validity is a matter of the logical form or structure of an argument, as opposed to the content. If an argument is valid, then any other argument with the same logical structure will also be valid, regardless of its content. Also, keep in mind that an argument can be valid even if its premises are not actually true.An argument that has true premises (regardless of whether it is valid or invalid) is said to be factually correct.An argument that is both valid and factually correct is sound .Critical Thinking and Argumentation•To check your premises and conclusion demands the use of critical thinking when testing for validity and truth.•First, analyze and evaluate the argument for form/validity•Second, analyze and evaluate the premises for true truth value•Third, analyze and evaluate to be sure that the argument is valid and true.Note that validity is a matter of the logical form or structure of an argument, as opposed to the content. If an argument is valid, then any other argument with the same logical structure will also be valid, regardless of its content. Also, keep in mind that an argument can be valid even if its premises are not actually true.An argument that has true premises (regardless of whether it is valid or invalid) is said to be factually correct.An argument that is both valid and factually correct is sound .


Determining Validity•When you are checking the validity of an argument placing your premises into a logical form. •One way is to form your thoughts in a categorical syllogism.• A categorical syllogism is an argument consisting of three categorical propositions (two premises and a conclusion).•A categorical syllogism have two categorical premises and a conclusion each has a categorical term.•Categorical statements are statements which a class or division of people or things have shared or do not have the same characteristics.

Categorical SyllogismsExample of a categorical syllogism•No conscientious students are academically lazy.•Some “A” students are conscientious students.•Therefore, Some “A” students are not academically lazy•The word “no”, “some”, are examples of categorical terms•“All, none, some are not” are frequently use as categorical terms.•However, be careful when using some and some are not.   If you use “some” it does not negate the possibility of “all” and “some are not”, does not negate the possibility of none.•If I say “Some of your answers are wrong” I am not saying that only some are correct.  “All” of your answers may be correct.

Categorical Syllogisms•If you use the word ”some” when writing or speaking, be certain to explain the “some not” (and vise versa) or it leaves it open to the reader/hearer to put a meaning on what you are saying.•Other than categorizing an area of focus, a syllogism must follow a logical form which confirms validity and have true premises which confirms soundness.• A valid categorical syllogism has three terms, each of which is used twice.•No conscientious students are academically lazy.•Some “A” students are conscientious students.•Therefore, Some “A” students are not academically lazy


Syllogism, Validity, “Situational Truth” and Relative AbsolutesHowever, a syllogism can be valid, but the premises may be considered and not considered true.  Think of the following syllogisms in terms of history, prejudice, and the global experience.•All humans are deserving of equal and fair treatment•All people of color are humans•Therefore, all people of color are deserving of equal and fair treatmentIf you are in an argument/discussion with another with different opinions (premises), the tendency is to argue/become contentious with them about his/her opinion (premises.)  Pretty much a waste of time.  You need to switch the argument/discussion to where/when/how the beliefs originated and progressed.•In the above syllogism “deserving of equal and fair treatment” major term.  A major term is the predicate (comes after the verb, in this case the word are) of the conclusion.•The minor term in the  above syllogism “is people of color”.  The minor term is the subject of the conclusion.•The middle term in the above syllogism is “humans”.  The middle term is not in the conclusion.


Mood •All categorical syllogisms have what is called a “mood” and a “figure.” •Mood: The mood of a categorical syllogism is a series of three letters corresponding to the type of proposition the major premise, the minor premise, and the conclusion are (A, E, I, or O). •A=all•E=no or none•I=some are•O=some are notWhen determining the mood of a categorical syllogism, you need to figure out which of the four forms of categorical proposition each line of the argument is (A, E, I, or O). In the argument on slide 7 and below the three statements are all have different mood.  The major premise is an E=No, the minor premise is an I=Some, and the conclusion is an O=Some are not. •No conscientious students are academically lazy.•Some “A” students are conscientious students.•Therefore, Some “A” students are not academically lazy

Form •M P    P M    M P    P M•S M    S M     M S   M S•S P      S P      S P     S  P•M=middle term in major and minor premise, not the conclusion•P=major term in major premise and conclusion; it is in the major premise as either the subject or the predicate and the conclusion only as the predicate.•S=minor term in minor premise and conclusion only as the subject
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