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Salem
Schiff employs rhetorical language to persuade the reader to understand the events through a Puritan perspective. She portrays sorcery as a capital offense attracting heavy punishment under Salem law, but her description of the suspects’ ordeals is even more dramatic. In one instance, Foster “withholds the details of a chilling ceremony” (Schiff, 2015). The vivid description of Foster’s behavior is not only captivating, but it also implants the Puritan stance on witchcraft in the reader’s mind. 
Although the events described occurred in the seventeenth century, Schiff sneaks in a 21st-century perspective into his narrative. She talks of adolescents embracing sobriety and discarding "childish things," adding the phrase "as a father reminded his Harvard-bound son." The last part of the statement reflects a modern-day narrative where parents expect their children to be reasonably in the absence of supervision. The story is emphasized by the image of "the ideal Puritan girl," the embodiment of 21st-century obedience and diligence. 
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