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Introduction
Begin your paper by drawing the reader in, and providing the purpose statement for the paper.
Research Topic
Next, you will clearly identify your research topic. You may discuss why you selected this particular topic.
Background Information
[bookmark: C431586347042824I548403T1799023]Here you will provide a comprehensive discussion about the background of the topic. You may use additional resources such as other course texts or additional sources to develop this aspect of your paper (i.e. use your medical-surgical text to discuss post-surgical infections). Remember to cite any information from other sources using proper APA formatting. For example, “relationship-based care focuses on three key relationships between the nurse and their patient, the nurse and self, and the nurse and colleagues” (Hedges, Nichols, & Filoteo, 2012, p. 28). (example of direct quote in text citation using 6th edition APA)
Significance to Nursing Practice
[bookmark: C431595980648148I548403T1799037]Further develop the research topic by discussing why the topic is important specifically to nursing practice. This is why it was important to select a topic for your PICOT question that was specific to nursing practice versus a medical focused question. For example, nursing quality indicators have been developed based on high quality research evidence that provides statistically significant data that supports the value of nursing on patient outcomes (National Database of Nursing Quality Indicators [NDNQI], 2018). (example of paraphrases statement in-text citation using 6th edition APA)
PICOT Question
Clearly identify each aspect of your PICOT question including: Population, Intervention, Compared to, Outcome, and Timeframe.
Rapid Critical Appraisals
[bookmark: C431595980648148I548403T1799052]Using your Week 6 literature search based off your PICOT question, reflect on the Critical Appraisal Form with Summary for each completed and clearly identifying your critical appraisal of the studies including their quality and clinical significance of their findings. Make sure to quote any statistical data pulled from your research studies. For example, “nurses are responsible for an 80% reducing in patient falls” (NDNQI, 2018). (example of direct quote in text citation using 6th edition APA)
Discussion and Conclusions
Provide a conclusion that summarizes the information provided in your paper. Provide insights you have developed through your investigation into your research question. Remember no new information should be included in the conclusion paragraph.
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Appendix A (you will attach all 4 of your tables from Week 6)
	Example:
Hedges, C., Nichols, A., & Filoteo, L. (2012). Relationship-based nursing practice. Journal of Perinatal and Neonatal Nursing, 26(1), 27-36. http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/JPN.0b013e31823f0284


	Elements for Analysis

	Review Findings


	
Why was the study done? 
What is the problem as it is presented in the research study article?
Will the study solve a problem relevant to nursing? 

(Make sure that the study is directly relevant to your topic/ and or clinical question.)

	














	
What is the study setting?

(Include who, where and when.)
	

	What is the sample size? (Size can and should vary according to the nature of the study.)

 What was the process for randomization?
	

	
Are instruments of the variables in the study clearly defined and reliable? 

What are the independent and dependent variables in this study?
Are the operational definitions of the variables given? If so, are they concrete and measurable?
Is the research question or the hypothesis stated? What is it?

(Make sure the variables were consistently applied throughout the study and that they measured what the research said they were going to measure.)

 (Report reliability and validity statistics if noted.)

	

	


How were the data analyzed?  




	

	Were there any unusual events during the study? (If the sample size changed, do the reasons for the change have ramifications on its replicability?)

 Did participants drop from the research? Why?
	

	
How do the results fit in with previous research in this area? (Compare to your other sources.)

 Do the studies build upon previous research?
	

	What are the implications of the research for clinical practice? 
Is the study relevant and important to the clinical question? 
Are the results applicable to your set or subset of patients or sample, identify the risks and benefits of a treatment recommendation or conform to patient preferences? 
What are the findings as reported by the researcher?
	



Adapted from “Demystifying Research: Simplifying Critical Appraisal”. Anne Dabrow Woods, MSN, RN, CRNP, ANP-BC Chief Nurse of Lippincott Williams and Wilkins and Ovid, and publisher of AJN: American Journal of Nursing. www.ovid.com May 7, 2012.

Part II:  Summarization (2-3 pages)
· Describe the similarities and differences among the four research articles. 

