Genesis 3
The book of Genesis is the first book in the Pentateuch. Genesis covers more time than any of the other books in the Bible. The total duration of time the book of Genesis covers is from creation to when the Israelites arrived in Egypt. The book of Genesis presents essential teachings about God and his relationship to the world and creation. Chapter 3 of Genesis focuses on the temptation and fall of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden. Little is known about the circumstances in which Genesis was written, or who the authors were. [footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Gordon Wenham, “Genesis,” in Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible, ed. James Dunn and John Rogerson (William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company 2003), 37] 

The book of Genesis does not directly name its author., Mmany scholars and theologians believe that the book of Genesis was not written by a singular author, but rather a group of writers. To understand who is the true author of the book of Genesis, one must understand what the idea behind the Documentary Hypothesis is. The Documentary Hypothesis is used to explain the origins of the first five books of the bible. The idea of this hypothesis is that there were four sources used to collectively write these books. These four sources are known as P, J, E, and D.[footnoteRef:2] Although many believe it was a group of writers, many Christians like to believe that Moses was the author of the book of Genesis. If Moses was the true author of the book of Genesis, it must have been written in his lifetime.  [2:  John S. Kselman, “Genesis,” in Harper’s Bible Commentary, ed. James L Mays (San Francisco: Harper & Row Publishers, 1988), 85.  ] 

The reason as to why Genesis 3 was written is to explain the temptations of the serpent. According to the Collegeville Bible Commentary, the term serpent is characterized as being “cunning”, and the term cunning connotes craftiness and cleverness, which contrasts with the naïve nature of the Eve. [footnoteRef:3] The story of Genesis 3 says nothing about the reason behind the serpent’s motives in tempting Adam & Eve. The source of temptation is left a mystery. [footnoteRef:4] Many scholars and theologians have attempted to explain why the serpent engages with the woman before the man. In the scene where the snake appears it is unclean and therefore an anti-God symbol. The serpent’s so called craftiness is evident in its speech. The serpent talks in half-truths and insinuations. The snake also distances himself from God by calling him “God” not “the Lord God”. [footnoteRef:5] [3:  Gordon Wenham, 40.]  [4:  Gordon Wenham, 43.]  [5:  Gordon Wenham, 40.] 

Some scholars compare the serpent to fertility cults, which were a source of temptation in Israel. The choice of a serpent in Genesis to represent temptation is the author’s way of saying “don’t get involved with serpents (that is, the fertility cults); they will only cause trouble, as they did for Adam and Eve. The serpent is a warning for Israel to stay away from fertility cults. [footnoteRef:6] [6:  Diane Bergant, “Genesis” in The Collegeville Bible Commentary, ed. Dianne Bergant and Robert Karris (The order of St. Benedict 1989), 43] 

The themes of sin and judgment can be seen throughout Genesis 3. When the nakedness of Adam and Eve is introduced that can be seen as the first “sin”. Nakedness suggests weakness or neediness, which represents their unawareness of their dependence on God. Ironically, Adam and Eve discover that they are in fact not gods, they are the naked, vulnerable ones who depend on God. The theme of judgement can be seen throughout the chapter 3 of Genesis as well. The J author continues with the ironic tones in the narrative. 
There are many theories surrounding the tree of knowledge as it relates to good and evil. Some of the theories are appealing, while others are generally based upon modern day philosophical positions that have very little relationship to what is actually the issue in Genesis 3. Many scholars and theologians question the expression “knowing good and evil” and what it means in the story. The question they ask is what kind of knowledge does God forbid? [footnoteRef:7] Determining what the meaning of this symbol means is quite difficult for many. There is no other comparable symbol in any the literature of the ancient east, nor is the symbol mentioned anywhere else in the Old Testament. However, scholars have been able to find the expression “to know good and evil” in the Old Testament, so therefore they can try to determine the context in a plausible meaning. [footnoteRef:8] At the very end of Genesis 3, the tree assumes importance. Throughout the story thus far, the tree has not been a very integral part. But, because of the sins committed, humanity is denied access to the tree and is expelled from the Garden of Eden.  [7:  Gordon Wenham, 44. ]  [8:  Gordon Wenham, 44. ] 

The ongoing struggle of humanity is yet another theme seen in Genesis 3. The struggle for Adam and Eve to resist to temptations of the serpent and subsequently failing. Genesis can be viewed as an allegory. Genesis 3 describes the transition of the human race from a state of innocence and purity to gaining a sense of understanding and moral sense. 
Biblical criticism allows individuals to question and wonder about the underlying meanings, principles, and significance of the Bible. Close study of passages can offer a glimpse into the author(s) mind when they were writing. Through bible criticism, one can reach conclusions regarding the motivations behind the passages of the bible. Although everyone has different beliefs when it comes to God and religion, biblical criticism allows individuals to interpret the bible in a very unique way that leads them to follow the set standards and morals written. 
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