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Scaffolding
The term scaffolding defines a temporary structure used as a platform for the major project under construction. The scaffold serves multiple functions, such as providing access, support, and carrying load used in the construction process. The temporary structure supports the crew and their tools, and materials used. Additionally, it proves significant in reaching inaccessible points and heights. It also enables the construction, maintenance, and repair of structures. The primary materials used in scaffolding are timber and steel. The scaffold assembly can either be single, double, cantilever, suspended, trestle, or patented. There are various types of scaffolding, with each designed appropriate for its intended purpose. The types of scaffolds include;

Supported Scaffolding
This type reflects the most widely known form of scaffolding by experts and laypeople alike. The building of the structure is beside the project and starts from the ground upwards. There is a wide variety of materials used to construct this type of scaffolding ranging from timber, metal tubes and couplers, and bamboos. The project under construction and the ground provide the necessary support for the temporary structure. The supported scaffolds represent the most flexible and safest design to achieve elevation. Its flexibility is assessed from the ease of adding or removing consequent levels.
Mobile Scaffolding
The design principle adopted for mobile scaffolding is the ability to move the structure without constant dismantling and reassembly. Such considerations prove valuable to personnel working on substantial projects, particularly those with multiple construction sites within. The construction is similar to the supported scaffolding, with differences in stature and support. The scaffold is free-standing, and the points of support are castors. There are significant hazards associated with this type of scaffold, which presents the need for ensuring proper mounting of the structure on castors before commencing any work. 

Suspended scaffolding
The design consideration for suspended scaffolds eliminates the need for supporting the temporary structure on the ground. It is a prudent consideration for very tall structures with no work necessary on its lower stories. The primary supports for the scaffold are the roof, where the structure hangs. The scaffold also allows for flexibility in moving side by side and rising to the different story needed by the personnel. The most widely adopted use for such designs is in window cleaners repair crew working on skyscrapers. This type of scaffolding is impractical for buildings with few stories. 

Other notable types of scaffolding include aerial lift, cantilever, and birdcage scaffolds. 
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