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Schiff’s Essay
What is the purpose?
The aim of the story is to show how the community progressed from witchcraft practices and how religion helped in the process. The purpose is to enlighten the audience of historical events.
What is the audience?
There is no specific audience to the story because it comprises of historical events that would be relevant to any person seeking to learn historical events of Salem. Children above eight years to the oldest person can be the audience.
What does she assume her audience knows?
There are no specific assumptions that the author makes in the story because she gives intricate details of the events. However, she emphasizes the witchcraft stories and less on the roles and activities of the clergy. She assumes here that the audience is familiar with clergy practices.
How does she structure her writing?
The events appear in chronological, and the author uses this format to display the events to her audience. The story tells follows a timeframe from when missionaries arrived in Salem, how they were affected by the cultural practices and how the communities in Salem changed.
Who or what does she cite?
There are no particular books that she cites apart from the bible. Through the clergy, the author explicitly cites bible verses and shows their relevance by how the clergy believed in them. There are also direct quotes from popular characters, although the veracity of the citations cannot be ascertained.
What does she believe you know about witchcraft? About Salem?
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are numerous stories about how Salem was associated with witchcraft. The stories are still circulating in the current media platforms. The author makes these assumptions when she narrates her story, and she thoroughly explains the practices and how they contradicted the Christian doctrines.
What is her thesis?
Salem was a society engrossed in witchcraft, but the missionaries helped to change their practices.
What is your thesis?
The coming of the missionaries led to the suffering of Salem’s people, and they judged them wrongly because they did not know their culture.
