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Asenapine Transdermal System for Schizophrenia
Schizophrenia is a chronic illness that deliberate neuropsychiatric disorder that affects around 1.5 percent of the world population. The disorder is characterized by delusions and hallucinations. Asenapine transdermal system is a new treatment for the disorder. FDA approved the treatment in October 2019 for the treatment of adults with the disorder. The asenapine transdermal system is offered in three patch sizes: 20, 30, and 40 cm2, each of which delivers 3.8, 5.7, and 7.6 mg/24 hours of asenapine, respectively. The asenapine transdermal system is FDA-approved for the treatment of schizophrenia. The application of external heat sources (e.g., heating pads) over an asenapine transdermal system for an extended period of time raises plasma concentrations of asenapine; therefore, the use of external heat sources (e.g., heating pads) over the patch should be avoided. It takes 12 to 24 hours for the maximum asenapine concentrations to be attained, with maintained concentrations during the 24-hour wear time.
The efficacy of the treatment mirrors that of sublingual asenapine. To add to data supporting the use of asenapine administered sublingually, a phase three study was conducted in the United States, and findings suggested efficacy and safety of the asenapine transdermal system for adults. The use of an asenapine transdermal system prevents dysgeusia and oral hypoesthesia that can occur when using a sublingual asenapine formulation. Nonetheless, Extrapyramidal disorder, application site responses, and weight gain are the most commonly reported adverse reactions to this medication.
Ultimately according to the author, the asenapine transdermal medication delivery method is effective and generally well tolerated. Treatment for schizophrenia is complicated and necessitates specific decisions in order to achieve the best possible results. Depending on the patient's needs, a patch may be the most effective formulation, and caregivers will have the option to verify that the medication is being administered correctly visually.
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