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Every energy source has its shortcomings, and there is always a compromise when choosing to settle on one. The use of coal to generate electric energy leaves the environment with waste from mining and pollution of air from combustion. Wind power and hydroelectric generation also have their issues. However, I would settle on hydroelectric power generation for several reasons that are stated below in terms of its environmental friendliness.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hydropower is generated from water and is, therefore, a clean energy. There is no emission of harmful wastes, unlike coal, which emits carbon (IV) oxide, which is the most significant contributor to greenhouse gases and global warming (Energy.Gov, 2020). It is a renewable source of energy since its generation is by hydrological cycle driven by natural forces such as wind and sun intensity. Furthermore, hydropower is possible to be generated locally by each state so that there is no dependency on imported energy even though it can be exported. Besides power generation, reservoirs built to hold water control floods and provide water for sporting, irrigation, and fishing activities. It is a good source of backup energy when there are significant power disruptions because of its ability to work from zero to full capacity.
Production of hydropower can be scheduled until when needed because once the water has been store in the reservoir, its flow is controlled (Bagher et al., 2015). Although the construction of reservoirs is expensive, the maintenance of the facility is cheap as it does not need significant changes. Not only is hydropower generated from flowing water but also from steam tapped from underground geothermal wells. Steam is harnessed using pipes and directed to generation plants to run turbines. Unlike coal, which once used become waste, hydropower generation can be carried out along the course of a watercourse by construction a sequence of reservoirs. There is the maximization of resources without depletion. 
The few risks associated with hydropower generation are the possibility of flooding from the reservoir, especially during heavy rains and overspills from the reservoirs. Another disadvantage is the release of methane gas from the stored water (Weiser, 2016). Methane is among the greenhouse gases. A major threat to the use of hydropower is climate change that has led to the recession of snow, changing seasons and unpredictable drought that reduce the capacity of hydropower reservoirs.
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