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Self-Discovery: Critical Incident Review
Question 1
I first recognized that membership in a social group could determine how one is treated when I was in third grade. While the classroom composition was highly heterogeneous, comprising students from diverse races, ethnicity, and socioeconomic groups, people were treated differently depending on the social group they were thought to belong to. Those from affluent families were the darling of the teachers, while those from poor households maintained little contact with teachers and were less visible even in school events. Even peers would treat each other differently depending on their perception of whether was from an affluent family or not. I was perplexed, as I was accustomed to people treating each other equally. 
Question 2
In high school, my peers and I formed a group comprising mainly of individuals interested in computer games. As a group, we would compete in computer games and purchase unique games while ensuring that we were first to try out newly developed computer games. The majority of the group members had connections on how to get new games or updated versions of existing games. As a member of the group, I observed that I would play a new game or a new version much earlier than my peers who were not part of the club. Nonmembers would come to us to ask us which games were the best. My thought was that nonmembers were not as privileged as us, as they did not put as much effort as we did as a collective to access new games. 
Question 3
	As a member of the gaming group, we were not considered serious in other activities, such as academics. For example, most students who were part of the academic clique would be unwilling to form group discussions with members of our group, as they thought that we would not contribute to the completion of academic group work. After all, we spent most of our time playing online and computer games. Since we could not work with others, our connections grew, and we would often rely on each other whenever we faced any challenges with school work.  
Question 4
	Belonging to the gaming group had a buffering effect on potentially bullying and targeting by other students. We were a close-knit group, so we could work together to confront those who were harassing members of our group. Since the majority were computer savvy, we would result in subtle forms of online bullying to mete punishment to those targeting out-group. However, the social support provided by membership in the group was critical to overcoming some of the social problems we experienced. For example, members would comfort a member undergoing a break-up with a girlfriend. In other circumstances, members would act as ‘wingmen’ when a member entered the dating scene. 
Question 5
	I remember back in high school; we had a new student join our class. The student kept to himself and would sit at a corner. He was largely a loner and would sit in the back, just scribing something on his notebook or just looking down. Members of the classroom would make jokes that he was mentally ill, came from a broken family, or was a homeless person. Students would share jokes in class about how he was socially awkward. I would go along with it, as I did not want the class to see that I identified with the student or associated with the student. Today, while I would not joke about being socially awkward, I do not know how I would approach him. However, I could reprimand other members of the class for bullying him or targeting him. 
Question 6
	We considered jocks as our enemies. They had better-built bodies with better physical strength. However, some of those we considered jocks were bullies and would often target some of our group members, often taking lunch money or humiliating us during gym class. So, there was this one well-built jock (A), who was more emotionally labile despite being a jock. We decided to spread a rumor that he was using steroids and drugs since he had humiliated one of our friends. In the incident, he stepped on the shoes of one of my friends and then asked him to run, as other members of the group laughed as my friend struggled to get away. While the rumor did not have the impact we intended, the principal did ask him to explain himself or why there were rumors that he was a drug user. Today, I would desist from taking such a covert action and work to resolve differences amicably. 
Question 7
While the group is not broken, I feel that the group was highly supportive. In high school, my family was undergoing financial difficulties, which affected my ability to concentrate. At the time, there was a constant conflict in our family, stressing me out. I was contemplating leaving our home to find a way of making a living, away from our family's stress. However, the gaming group came through for me. They told me that rather than dropping out, I should stick and complete my high school, giving me more chances of getting a better job. They would visit me often, comfort me, and try to encourage me to be optimistic that our family would overcome financial problems. The social support was integral in motivating me to complete my high school and enter into college. 
