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Self-Representation in Court
[bookmark: _GoBack]The sixth amendment guarantees the accused a right to represent themselves in court. The amendment also allows defendants the right to counsel, so it's upon the defendant to choose what they feel is right. The defendant can adopt intelligently and knowingly, though the judge can deny them that right of the defendant is not competent enough. Self-presentation only applies at trial, and one cannot represent themselves on direct appeal from a criminal conviction. McKaskle v.Wiggins spelt out the essential elements of self-representation. Firstly, the defendant is allowed to preserve control over the case he is presenting to the jury. Secondly, the standby counsel participation shouldn't be allowed to destroy the Jury's perception of the defendant representing himself. However, standby counsel participation doesn't violate the defendants' rights as stated in the sixth amendment. 
One famous case that involves self-representation was that of Ted Bundy. Bundy was once a law student, and maybe that's why he chose to defend himself. One of his attorneys argued that Bundy didn't trust anyone and that's why he self-represented himself. Bundy has never given his reason for self-representing himself. Ted was always in and out of prison since he turned 27. He was accused of attempted rape, murder, kidnapping, and assault among many more crimes (Michaud, 2000). He was a psychopath and later said he was the ‘worst son of a bitch you ever met.' He was in and out of courts many times, and his self-representation appeal did not help him. He asked to self-represent himself in a case against murder and sexual assault of some females. His death count goes over 100 females (Michaud, 2000). He pleads not guilty in all his cases but was sentenced to be executed through electrocution. He only started confessing a week to his execution date. He used it as a trick to get more days before he was executed. Self-representation did not help Bundy in any way because he ended up being executed. 
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