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We Were Liars by E. Lockhart
 "We Were Liars" by Lockhart is a contemporary and stylish novel. It focuses on the consequences of people's mistakes by exploring the Sinclair family that hides their lies, secrets, and flaws behind their handsome buildings. The novel's events happen on a private island in Massachusetts, where the family spends their summer holiday. At fifteen, something terrible happened to Cadence, leading to head injury and later excruciating headaches. However, she does not remember what exactly happened to her. Throughout the novel, Cadence enjoys the company of "The Liars" (Mirren, Johnny, and Gat). Notably, all the three liars had something to share with Cadence. Mirren shared girls' stuffs while Gat and Jonny helped them to understand boy stuffs. The settings of the novel provide a framework of the actions taking place, helps understand the main themes, and influence the behaviors of the characters.
  	The setting of the novel is Beechwood Island in Massachusetts. This place is owned by Cadence's grandparents Sinclair and Taft.  They had a lot of wealth and built four buildings for every daughter to reside there together with families.  In this novel, the setting is very significant since Beechwood is where the kids grow and conflicts emerge. One may think that there are happy family memories and fun on this island, but that does not happen.  However, it sets an unpleasant and eerie mood for the story because rough family issues and secrets occur during the seventeen summers. Additionally, Beechwood helps the readers to understand how the peculiar mood affects the liars. In the entire novel, all the events and actions happen in three consecutive summers, fifteen, sixteen, and seventeen in Beechwood Island.  At the beginning of the story, Cadence says, "My story starts before the accident. June of the summer I was fifteen, my father ran off   with some woman he loves more than us" (Lockhart 14). Therefore, it is clear that even the family conflicts and break up happened on the same island.  The Beechwood island helps to understand the Sinclair family and their relationship with one another.
The settings of "We Were Liars" demonstrate the theme of wealth and greed. Lockhart uses the island of Beechwood to show the wealth and properties owned by the Sinclair family.  Carrie, Penny, and Bess spend their summer holiday on Beechwood Island, owned by their father. All the daughters have houses on this island which symbolizes their father's love for them. In the entire family, "no is one is a criminal, no one is an addict, and no is a failure (Lockhart 3). Notably, Beechwood is a private island, and only rich families can afford to spend their summer holidays there. However, despite spending time on the island, there are troubles behind the surface. "The house was cold. It felt like it something that deserved to be destroyed"(Lockhart 204). Clairmont was the biggest house that represented the grandparents' wealth, but it became the main target for inheritance due to greed.  Although all the daughters grew in extreme privilege and wealth in Beechwood Island, they never learned the values of generosity and charity and instead focused on their desires and wants.
Cadence, the oldest grandchild of the Sinclair family and heiress of the family island, grows up enjoying the wealth at Beechwood till she falls in love with Gat. Gats influence, together with her faltering memory, seems to lose the things she collected on the island. This was the first significant aspect of his character development as she realized that material possessions from her grandparents were not important. On the island, she rejects the greed ruining her relatives and pledges to change things. Cadence's transition to being a selfless, open-minded, and caring person happen on the island. Every summer had its own story. For example, in the first summer holiday, Cadence accepted her parents' divorce and had to experience mournful accidents that resulted in her lost memory. Throughout the novel, Lockhart develops a connection between Cadence and the reader since both are wishful and confused about the truth. The return of Cadence in the second summer brought new things that changed her character. Spending time in Beechwood was a runaway for Cadence, although it did not happen well since she was trying to cope with other problems. Leaving her parent in Burlington and enjoying summer with the liars was one way of consoling her. However, the family fight made Cadence find ways of reconciling the family bond and even persuade liars to change the situation. "What if we could force everyone to change" (Lockhart 180). Cadence, while spending summer with liars, had to find ways of changing her family.
Summing up, most events in the novel happens on a private island in Massachusetts where the family spends their summer holiday. The novel's settings provide a framework of the actions taking place, helps understand the main themes, and influence the characters' behaviors. The setting is very significant throughout the novel since, in Beechwood, the kids grow, and family conflicts emerge. Lockhart uses the island of Beechwood to show the wealth and properties owned by the Sinclair family. Gats influence, together with her faltering memory, made Cadence lose the things she collected on the island. This was the first significant aspect of his character development as she realized that material possessions were not crucial like family unity.
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