Rubric 
Shakespeare on Film Spring 2019  Midterm and Final


Points available for each question—50.

A     (48-50)
Addresses the question at the level of argument or analysis by interpreting the plays and/or films. Bases interpretation on careful close reading of the language and images of specific passages while not losing sight of the play as a whole.  Demonstrates an accurate understanding of major dramatic concepts, e.g., tragedy, comedy, soliloquy, metadrama, etc., and can use these concepts to develop an interpretation. Recognizes that stage performances and films are not “Shakespeare,” but rather directors’ interpretations of the plays. Can use films to illustrate specific interpretations of a scene.  Provides citations. Controls error.

A-    (45-47)

Meets most criteria for an A but may be less adept at one aspect of interpretation and criticism.


B+   (44)

Meet the criteria for a B at the highest level or shows some movement toward A level.


B     (42-43)

Answers the question using specific moments from the plays and/or films.  In most cases, refers to the printed text to address the question but may at times provide a general summary of a passage rather than a close reading. Understands major dramatic concepts and uses them to categorize or describe plays, scenes, and characters.  May occasionally refer to a film version as if it were the play itself.  Can draw examples from films in support of interpretation.  Provides citations. Controls error.

B-   (40-41)

Meets most of the criteria for a B but may not always use the text to generate and develop interpretations.   May tend to conflate or confuse the plays and the films.

C+  (39)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Meets the criteria for a C at the highest level or shows some movement toward B level. 

C   (37-38)
 
Answers the question by referring to plot points in the plays or films. Uses the text less than 50% of the time.  Expects that the text “speaks for itself” and therefore doesn’t provide interpretations or close readings. May have an incomplete understanding of dramatic concepts or use such concepts to fill space (e.g., going off target to define “tragedy” if it doesn’t apply to the question). Conflates the play and the film in the answer.  Provides citations. Controls most error.


C-  (35-36)

May have an otherwise acceptable answer but does not use the printed text to support it.  Answer indicates that the student is confused about major plot points, characters, or themes in the play.  May includes statements that are factually incorrect.  Cites modernized versions of the play rather than approved texts.


D   (31-34)

Attempts to answer the question but the response has significant problems in terms of accuracy, correctness, or use of supporting materials. Relies on opinions taken from the internet or academic journals rather than doing the work of interpretation and criticism. 


F   

Student submits work done in whole or in part by others.  Student fails to turn in final by due date and time. Uses internet resources to provide interpretations rather than working with the texts.

 
