Short Writing #1: How Will It End? An Initial Reflection on Personal Beliefs and Assumptions 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Simply type your responses under each question below, save the file UNDER A NEW NAME so that you can easily locate it (and avoid accidentally uploading the blank assignment), and upload it by the deadline. Upload ONLY AS AN MS WORD FILE, a PDF, or Rich Text Format file (RTF). Note that I cannot type direct feedback on PDFs in Blackboard (though I can read them, so they are acceptable for assignment submission purposes) and any other file types not listed above are iffy. Blackboard does not support Mac Pages, so please save assignments as Word files, PDFs, or as RTF. Care in this matter is greatly appreciated.
In some cases, these questions are intentionally ambiguous in nature. The goal here is to discover where you start when you think about The End.
1. How do you define “The End”? What does that mean to you?

2. From where you currently stand, what do you think is the most likely way for the world to end? NOTE: This question is about “most likely” not “certainly.” Note that “I don’t know” is an acceptable answer, but one must work hard to explain the “not knowing” part. “Why don’t we know?” is also an important question to explore when pondering the “not knowing.”


3. Which disciplines most heavily inform your views? This may include, but certainly is not limited to, astronomy, biology, religious studies, geology, philosophy, or other disciplines. The key here is to recognize which disciplines are harmonizing to inform your view(s) of The End.

4. What people, places, movies, institutions, and/or historical/present/future events play into your views? Think about your parents, your friends, and cultural views of The End. How have these shaped your views?


5. Do you expect your views to change as we move through this course and beyond? What do expect from this course? From yourself? Why are you taking this class?
Have fun with this! Clearly, “predicting” The End is an exercise in futility as anyone who has ever attempted it has been wrong! This assignment about exploring beliefs and asking probing questions about our assumptions regarding The End as we begin this journey together this semester. 


