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The author of the story has used different literary styles. There is irony, the choice of words does not fit in the story, and there is a symbolic detachment. In the story, the author leads the reader to expect something, but the outcome turns out to be different. In the story, the two friends had grown up together, but they could no longer be close friends since one was in the military. The author makes the reader have a different expectation of these two friends, but the outcome is different, is an ironic feature, since, in the end, one is said to kill the other mercifully. 

The author uses a language that does not fit the drama that he is narrating.  At the beginning of the story, he says that the burial squad was left behind to tidy up after the murderous battle. The author describes the battlefield tree trunks at evenfall as a soft gray. Nature, as well as the author, seemed to disdain the human condition. The author has tried to signify that there is humane killing, yet this is not the case since Madwell had already developed enmity of his childhood friend. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In describing the dead, the author has displayed a photographic detachment. The dead are described to be collected in groups of a dozen or a score and laid side by side in rows while the trenches were dug to receive them. In this statement, the author's choice of words does fit the drama that he is narrating, as he is stating that the trenches were dug to receive them. Madwell takes a well-intentioned action, and his actions have unexpected and hideous consequences. In this story, the author is stating that the nature of the war is brutal. When the soldiers are severely wounded, they have to put up with the sufferings for a short period. 

