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Slavery helped civilize Africans.
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SLAVERY AND AFRICAN CIVILIZATION
A slave is a person who is considered another person's property, and he/she is wholly subject to provide unpaid labor. Slavery, on the other hand, refers to a condition of bondage or practice of treating other people as properties of others.  Civilization refers to the complexity of human society. Human beings have transformed their living conditions from simple lifestyle to complex structural constructions through technological development over time. Civilization began when people started coming together to form communal settlements that later transformed into urban settlements. The earliest form of civilization is the Agrarian and industrial revolutions in Mesopotamia and other parts of the world. The need to grow urban settlements gave rise to the human slave trade. The African civilization saw the light in the awakening of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade. It is, therefore, reasonable to say that slavery helped in civilizing Africans.
Firstly, the slaves provided labor for all the construction processes and agricultural practices. Civilization in Africa started in Egypt. In the article 'Slavery in Ancient Civilizations' by Dowlah (2020), slavery predates civilization. The captured women, children, and captured warriors provided numerous workforce. Slavery in Egypt dates back to the time before Christ, where the Israelites were enslaved in Misr. They worked in the large plantation fields, in the palace serving the Pharaohs, and constructing the Egyptian pyramids. The slave trade saw Egypt's growth through time from long before the arrival of the whites in Africa. During the agricultural revolution, Mesopotamia needed plenty of labor to work in the agricultural fields. Africa and Africans have grown quite a lot from the early Egyptian slavery. With the arrival of African colonialism from the west, Berlin (2009) adds that Africa and Africans outside Africa lived through the settlements and adopted the plantation lifestyle. Their lives transformed economically. Africans transformed into the modern civilized society as a result of the early Egyptian slave trade.
Secondly, the earliest significant towns in African, such as Cairo, Cape Town, and Mombasa, among many more, emerged from the slave trade. The slaves worked in the minefields, and others in the construction of the African railway lines aided in the emergence of these towns. The Whites needed to transport minerals and agricultural produce from the interior of Africa to the coastline, and therefore needed a form of transportation. This resulted in the construction of the railways, which saw the modern African civilization. According to Manning’s book Slavery and African life (1990), the Europeans, the Americans, and the Arabs used compensations for slaves to provide nourishment and hope for the African communities. He adds that slavery brought material benefits and growth to the Africans. The trans-Atlantic Trade was the primary form of exchange of slaves for currency and goods from the outside world into Africa.
Thirdly, as the slaves interacted, different forms of religion were exchanged. The whites introduced Christianity, and the Arabs introduced Islam. As the Arabs came into the gulf of Africa for gods and slaves to work in the oil fields, they spread Islam, and so did the Whites when they came to Africa for minerals. Africa today has two major world religions and almost divided into equal rations. The majority of dwellers along the African coastline are Muslims, while Africa's interior is majorly Christians, showing the distribution of slave masters in precolonial Africa. In research by (Manning 1990), the slave trade came with spiritual benefits. African traditions were fed away with, and many embraced the Christian God's glory and worship of idols of the western culture.
Lastly, as the definition suggests, civilization began when people started coming together to form settlements. Slavery provided the most suitable conditions for Africans to come together from different ethnic and religious backgrounds and beliefs. As they were providing forced labor under their slave masters, they continued the procreation, and their population increased. In 1619 when the slave trade began in the US, there were no Blacks on the continent. As the trans-Atlantic Trade boomed for almost four centuries, more slaves from Africa arrived in the United States, and slowly their number was enough to form the United States' modern African American people. In his book ‘The African American Identity,’ Eyerman highlights that the notation of the African American identity began in the post-civil War period when slavery was abolished in the United States. After the civil war and the end of the slave trade, all Africans remained in the United States and repopulated even much more. The constitution favored them and allowed them American citizenship. This was when African Americans were born and started their civilization.
To conclude, African civilization began long before the arrival of the White Master. The slavery of the Israelites by Pharaohs in Egypt made Egypt the first civilized community in Africa and many other parts of the world. When the whites arrived, the rest of the African continent begun their civilization through slave labor. The colonialists used slaves to grow both the African continent and their home countries. The Trans-Atlantic Trade facilitated the movement of slaves outside the African coast and income of other goods into Africa from other parts of the world. Africa grew at a slow rate compared to the countries where the slaves were deported. The United States of America made use of slaves to grow the countries industrial and economic sectors. When they thought it was enough, they ended the slave trade.
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