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Slavery in the 1800s
Today there are more people especially those of black ethnicity enslaved through the prison system than in the 1800s. After Britain passed the abolition of slave trade act outlawing the British Atlantic slave trade in 1807, the United States in the following year passed legislation banning the slave trade but this did not entirely abolish slavery. Abolitionism movements enabled certain steps to ensure that slavery ended. It was assumed that ending the slave trade would allow for easy freeing of all enslaved people. Slavery was ever abolished in the 1800s because the institution of slavery remained vital to the south even though the northern states abolished slavery between 1774 and 1804 (Mathias, 2017). The people who hugely and directly benefited from slavery found it extremely difficult to affect its abolition.
In 1808 when the U.S congress abolished slavery; the domestic slave trade flourished due to smuggling thus almost tripling the enslaved population over the next fifty years. By the year 1860, the enslaved population had reached almost four million with half of these slaves living in the cotton-producing states of the south (Maruschke, 2017). As an economic system slavery was largely replaced by sharecropping and convict leasing. The expansion of the cotton industry in the deep south which was propelled by the invention of the cotton gin greatly increased the demand for slave labor. Such demand made it difficult to effect the abolition of slavery. The declaration of independence embraced the lines that all men are created equal and that they are endowed with their creator with certain unalienated rights, these rights did not however extend to slaves. Even when a majority of people agreed that slavery was bad the economic benefit of slavery made it difficult to abolish it.
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