Small Group #6

POS 225: Women and Politics (Coontz Chs. 10-11)

Professor Webber

1. On page 235, Coontz says that “In almost every decade for 200 years someone has “discovered” that the black family was falling apart,” Rehearse all the arguments made during major periods in American history that repeated this argument. Given that marriage and family form are created and recreated according to national economic needs, how has the black family been set up to fail and why?

2. On page 248 Coontz suggests that discussing the problems of poor African Americans from the perspective of values is misleading, and can lead to policies that do not target the correct range of problems they face from poverty. Please examine a few of these “values” arguments that are made and discuss how they obscure the problems.

3.What does Coontz mean when she asks “Is the future black?” What about black American experience is vital to the whole country’s understanding of the economic shifts and corresponding social ones that all American’s face? Do black husbands do more housework? Why?

4. Coontz suggests that the crisis of the family (by which she means the failure of it to do what politicians tell us it should: promote civic values, equity and fairness) is a crisis of social reproduction (p. 277, bottom). What will this mean for women in the coming decades? Are American women and men prepared for this challenge? How will their roles be further challenged in the new economy and society?

