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Smithsonian National Museum of American History
Smithsonian national museum of American history is a museum that presents in-depth exhibits that represented the history of America during the colonial era. The museum has more than three million artifacts of different categories, each representing a specific event that occurred hundreds of years ago. The artifacts are categorized into collections and exhibits among others.  The artifacts are displayed based on the period of its existence. Several artifacts give the history of America between the 15th century and the year 1865. Among the famous artifacts that I saw is the Star - Spangled Banner. This flag was flown in the year 1812 by the US soldiers at Baltimore’s Fort McHenry after defeating the British forces in the war (Rosie, 2014).  The banner also explains the inspiration for inception of American National anthem that was formulated by Francis Scott.  The flag became a symbol of national unity where America adopted the culture of using the banner through generations to the present time. 
Having visited this site, I have learned historical information about the history of America.  Among the central information gained from the visit is the understanding of the power that has been bestowed on women in the current society. Through the display of the First ladies in the museum, I have understood that women are an essential part of an organization whose contributions have been recognized form many ages back.  The first ladies are a representation of American stories through different leadership eras. For example, the First ladies dresses collection between the year 1776 and 1801 represent the stories of the formation of nations in the American history where women could only raise families without taking official jobs (Rosie, 2014). The collection of first ladies dresses from 1801 to 1870 represents the expansion and reforms in American history.  
The site covered several artifacts including the war of independence, flames of war, continental forces, Lobotomy knives, the march of dimes collection bank among others. The exhibits included the Special Olympics at 50, disability rights movement, streetcars of Washington DC among others (Rosie, 2014).  There are diverse artifacts displayed in the site each representing the state of America during the different periods.
The other artifact that stood out for me was the top hat that was worn during the assassination day of President Lincoln in the year 1865.  The hat represents the ruling of the presidency and their glorious burden (Rosie, 2014).  The artifact of president Hat was interesting to me because I get to understand that despite someone holding the highest powers of the state getting killed is still possible. It is also interesting because it is an indication that every person goes through some burden in life despite their social and political position in society.  Every artifact has a story that narrates the historical events of America. 
Through the visit, I get to appreciate the history of America by understanding that it is through the struggles of Americans who existed in the early century that America has managed to get where it is today both economically, socially and culturally. I have also, appreciated the origin of American culture because we get to reflect on past events and work towards maintaining the legacy of the forefathers of America.  Through an understanding of American history, it becomes easy to avoid mistakes made in the past and work towards improving America for the prosperity of all people. 
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