This class is about smuggling; so let's talk about smuggling. Most people think that smuggling involves drugs, pharmaceuticals, humans, and money. But there are others; and smuggling goes both directions in relation to the border. Hazardous waste, antiquities, animals, pornography, and even Chlorofluorocarbons are on the list of smuggled items. Even legal things can be smuggled; it is done to avoid high tariff rates. 

This is perhaps one of the earliest reasons to smuggle something. As an example, someone could bring beer into a "dry" county and sell it for a lot of profit. It comes down to the basic supply and demand theory. If laws are relaxed with marijuana, then marijuana smuggling would probably decrease.

We both know that the bad guys would find something else to smuggle, though. Let's be the bad guys for a second. We would be remiss if we didn't think we would run our drug trade the same as our legal counterparts in the business world.

 To improve our sales or territory, we would subcontract, make alliances, use money to gain favor. We cannot think every smuggling operation is the same, however; it's the same to understand that not all businesses are the same. So this is one issue that hinders enforcement; we can't make a cookie cutter response and take down all the bad guys. 

We see in the movies that the cops are out to get the "head honcho," the leader. Maybe that is the case in real life. But, do you know what happens after the ringleader goes away? Another takes his place, the known shop or location is closed down, and operations resume with a whole different structure. Remember that we talked about Operation Intercept during the Nixon years? 

That is really the issue with trying to stop smuggling. It's just like an intelligence network. There is compartmentalization so not all details are known by one person. I also wanted to give Mexico a break about this point. We as Americans are sometimes quick to blame Mexico for being a drug hub. 
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