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Peers as Socialization Agents
4. Reflect on reading materials about peer as socializing agents. How have peers been socializing agents in your life and what were the socializing outcome?
Child-parent relationship is of paramount importance to the personality development of children. However, there are specific social values and skills, either negative or positive, which parents fail to influence during the development of their children’s personalities. It would suffice to hold our socialization shapes that personality traits with other people in society. People learn how to relate with others, make wise decisions, and embrace other personal growth aspects. Contrarily, a person who does not form peer relationships with others in the society or is rejected by his or her peer group, faces challenges associated with the rest of the community members. The Peer group has positively impacted my social life. 
First, it is through participation in peer-group activities that I have developed prosocial behavior. For instance, I have learned to act compassionately to all people that need my social and moral support. While I was an affiliate of the school peer group, I could empathize not only with members of my peer but all school mates. Emotional attachment is never taught literally by parents and teachers. Still, through interaction with other peers and sharing of pains, worries, anxiety, and happiness with those we identify with, the prosocial skills are learned unconsciously (Katherine & Steven, 2010, p. 1). Usually, participation in peer social activities like games and singing exposes a person to learning and practicing prosocial behaviors.
Secondly, the peer group has positively influenced my leadership skills. Notably, every member of a peer group is eligible for expressing ideas and thoughts. In most cases, the best ideas are adopted to direct the group to behave in a particular way. I was always involved in making decisions in our group, and, therefore, I developed leadership skills, which counted in our groupthink (Heads up, 2008, n.p). For instance, there is a time I advised my peers that bullying other children in the neighborhood, either physically or in social media (cyberbullying), is not ethical (Espelage et al.,  2018, p. 87). Through the support of several peer group members, the entire group refrained from bullying. Therefore, I have learned to influence others’ lives through decision-making and find solutions to social issues.
Lastly, the peer group has taught me the virtues of selflessness and self-esteem. Usually, friendship thrives at the art of giving and sharing. It is through sharing out what a person has that the value of selflessness is learned. Members of a peer group come from different backgrounds; hence they do not have the same access to all needs and wants (Kenneth n.d, p. 1). For that reason, sharing is eminent. Self-esteem is essential, especially in participation in group activities. It is not all peer group activities that are ethical, and therefore, the decision to engage in them depends on one’s self-esteem (Gordon, 2020, n.p). For example, there is a time when a friend suggested that we experience beers. Only a few members gave in to the idea while the majority neglected because the taking of beer could have soiled their reputation. Therefore, peer groups shape our choosing the right or the wrong. 
Suffice it to conclude that peer groups contribute significantly to the development of personality traits. People accepted by their peers develop prosocial behaviors while those that are rejected be antisocial, hence becoming social misfits. Social values and skills that a person learns from the interaction with others help him or her to integrate well into the larger society. However, there are negativities associated with peer pressure, and a person should escape such traps wisely while maintaining a social relationship.
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