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Activity#3
Question One 
Strain theory defines and explains deviance as behaviors or activities that violate social norms and normally occur when individuals fail to attain culturally approved goals in a legitimate way. In most cases, people are being blocked from achieving certain desirable goals by several factors. In such instances, these individuals are likely to engage in deviant activities to succeed regardless of institutionalized means. Therefore, strain or frustrations can lead people into deviant behaviors.
The instance where a college student sells his or her plasma to afford textbooks can be explained using strain theory. In this context, lack of enough finance is the source of strain or frustration. The student is frustrated because he or she cannot afford to buy the textbooks without engaging in undesirable behavior. These students are prevented from attaining a culturally approved goal,: education due to a lack of textbooks. Therefore, they are forced to sell their plasma to raise funds to purchase textbooks. Such an act of selling plasma is regarded as deviant behavior.
In the second case, the street vendor in NYC is pressured to sell fake items to earn a living. The pressure to attain financial breakthrough forces this vendor to engage in such deviant acts. In the last case of A Chick-fil-A employee, it is apparent that this employee strives to appreciate the customer for consuming their products. This employee strains to showcase the hospitality of the organization even though the customer does not align well with such culture. Therefore, there is a huge gap between the cultural goals of the employee and that of the customer.   

Question Two
Conflict theory defines deviance as any form of behavior that does not align with social institutions. Conflict theory also views deviance as a form of political, material, or social inequality that exists within a given social group. Therefore, deviance emerges as a result of inequality in the system. 
In the first case, a college student caught using drugs might have engaged in such deviant activity due to a lack of proper education and sensitization on the impacts of drugs. In most cases, college students from poor families are likely to engage in drug abuse, unlike those from a wealthy families. This difference creates class conflicts. The unemployed person being caught using the drug is also likely to engage in deviant behavior due to economic forces that operate in the surrounding. Unemployment can lead an individual into drug abuse as a way of evading stress. In the second case, the killing of innocent people by the military can be regarded as less deviant as compared to the killings by the terrorist. Such differences occur since the societal norms or laws can reflect the interest of the powerful individuals in the society. The military has adequate resources that they can utilize to justify such killings, unlike the terrorists. Also, the military has the power to define what is deviant, unlike terrorists. Therefore, this conflict is vital in preserving the social order as desired by the powerful groups. In the last case, a company that pays no taxes is likely to evade such crimes, unlike an illegal immigrant paying no taxes. An illegal immigrant will be deemed as more deviant due to his or her social class. These Individuals lack the capacity to defend themselves. Therefore, they will be labeled as more deviant since the laws and norms do not reflect their interest. 


Question Three
Differential association theory defines deviance as criminal behavior that emerges as a result of interacting with individuals whose attitudes, beliefs, values, and motives favor criminal behaviors. The development of deviant behaviors depends on the intensity, chronology, and frequency of such interactions.
Based on the first case, an individual is more likely to use profanity with his or her friend than with the family. Using profanity with friends can be considered a normal issue since these friends are likely to subscribe to similar norms or attitudes. The case might be different in the family setting since profanity might be regarded as offensive. In the second case, being racist with your friends and family can be normal. It is important to note that friends and families are agents of socialization that influence an individual's behavior. Therefore, both friends and family can uphold racist behavior when no one is against such vice. The perspective of racism might change based on the nature of the workplace. A racist person can be forced to profess the value of equality while at work or school since failure to do so might attract punishment. In the last case, a person can also find it common to eat fermented sharks with the primary group because he or she understands their attitude, motives, and values, among other aspects. This activity might be regarded as deviance when the secondary group does not favor this behavior. Also, an individual might tend to imitate this behavior when it is embraced by a majority of the members of this primary group.        
