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Growing Up Poor in America –Assignment

1.     Shawn and Edward’s family gets $400 a month from SNAP. This amount has been helpful to ensure they can get the needed bills paid. Nonetheless, the families such as Shawn and Edward’s family who are having issues getting some of the basic foods due to people hoarding foods from the grocery stores have to portion their foods. In the case of Shawn and Edward’s family despite the single parent having kidney disease and being requested not to work she had to meet her billable hours' failure she is likely to lose her benefits for the SNAP program. The families who live distanced from stores/schools/restaurants have to walk to different restaurants, schools, or stores to get their necessities. For instance, the family car broke down for the family and they had to walk to go get the school supplies, plus the children have to get to Mc Donald’s to go get their free meals. Shawn has alluded to climbing out of poverty y working very hard in order to ensure he moves from the neighborhoods. 

2.     Kyah and Kelia’s family are homeless. This has not been a unique case for most single mothers who work in numerous temporary jobs. Hence, for mothers whose jobs have been terminated or delayed due to the pandemic and who have lost their home like Kyah and Kelia’s family they have been forced to seek help from their friends' given majority have their homes closed. For instance, Kyah and Kelia’s family currently have been forced to live in a single room in one of their friends' houses. Additionally, such mothers have been forced to watch out for any government or private assistance being offered by different NGOs who are willing to support the needy during the pandemic till they get a sustainable income. For people like Kyah and Kelia’s family who have to eventually find a home are required to make about 185 dollars to cover for application and processing fees. This can be expensive to start off given most of the amounts are not refunded. Thankfully, Kyah and Kelia’s mother gets a job at a nail salon where she can start off to make a few dollars and save up for her to eventually afford the application and processing fees once they opt to move out. Their grandmother relates to the covid-19 pandemic to racism as during their time only the boys of color had a difficult time with the police. But in recent times even the girls are at risk of facing police brutality like George Floyd. She also distributes care packages for those who need them the most especially during the match. 

3.     Laikyen and Miracle’s family are homeless. For this family, the single parent has to create time to help their kids to handle the school works sent. For the kids who are not able to handle their assignments, there is a possibility for them lagging behind in their school work which will likely make it difficult for the student to graduate to the next level. Moreover, the parents who have little education to teach their children or have less course material have to rely on the available online information which might not be standardized for the school work. The three significant issues facing the families include: first the youngest daughter has to deal with HDD which makes it difficult for her to focus on classwork. Second, the family does not have insurance for their home as they cannot afford to make a down payment. Third, the family is struggling to get all the required foods for the family. 

